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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 19 MAY 2015 AT 

THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE 

BRINDLEY HEATH 

  7.00PM 
 

 

 
 

PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman)     
       D. Cotton 
       Mrs M. A. Turville  
          R. Turville 
        D. Ballett 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Dermot Hogan, Western Service Delivery Group Lead at 

Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service (attended to the end of 
item 3) 

       Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
         

             
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were given on behalf of Cllor Pearson who was attending the Annual Meeting of Hednesford 
Town Council.    
 

2. WELCOME BY CHAIRMAN 
The Chairman welcomed the guest speaker, Dermot Hogan, from Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service. The 
Chairman also welcomed Members of the Council to the meeting and congratulated them on their return 
to office.  
 
He then asked that a minutes silence be given to the memory of Jean Mason who had recently died. She 
had been a longstanding Councillor of Brindley Heath Parish Council, some years before. 
 

3. PRESENTATION BY DERMOT HOGAN, WESTERN SERVICE DELIVERY GROUP LEAD AT STAFFORDSHIRE FIRE 
AND RESCUE SERVICE 
Dermot Hogan introduced himself and proceeded to deliver a presentation on Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service’s Community Safety Options Consultation 2015. 
 
The Community Safety Options are different ways in which the fire and rescue service might in the future 
combine prevention, protection and response activities to make communities safer, meet the challenge of 
reduced public sector funding and reflect the changing demands and risks placed on the service. They are 
consulting with the community and with staff about principles such as: 
 

 How resources for prevention, protection and response activities are allocated 

 Using different vehicles and crewing methods for different incident types 

 Changing operational crewing to reflect times of peak demand and low demand 
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 Working more closely with neighbouring Fire and Rescue Services to deliver prevention, protection 
and response activities 

 Introducing new contract opportunities that are more flexible to needs 

 Removing some emergency response vehicles and moving equipment to different locations 
 
Since 2011 Government funding has been reduced by £4 million and it is expected that further cuts of 
around £5.7 million will be made up to 2019/2020. The budget for the financial year 2015-16 includes a 
reduction in government funding of £1.7 million (down 8% from last year). 

 
Different options are being suggested for a number of locations which include Rugeley and Cannock.  There 
is also a New Delivery Model for the whole County and more information is available at 
www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk 
 
The options that are being considered for Rugeley Community Fire Station are: 
Option 1: Remove the second appliance and maintain crewing at a level which would support the High 
Volume Pump (HVP) 
Option 2: Remove the second appliance and move the High Volume Pump to Burton on Trent 
New Response Model Community Fire Station: This option is to reduce the number of fire stations having a 
response capability from the current 33 stations and 42 fire appliances to 15 stations with 15 appliances. 
The current mix of whole time and retained appliances would be replaced by all appliances being crewed 
24/7 by whole time staff on annualised hours. Special appliances would be placed as determined by the 
most recent review of special appliances and be switch crewed by whole time staff. This model would 
result in Rugeley Fire Station closing. Cannock and Penkridge stations would remain open. 
 
After the presentation, Members asked questions and discussed issues of concern with Dermot who noted 
their views and comments for feeding into the consultation process.  Members were not in favour of the 
closure of Rugeley Fire station or the loss of retained staff. 

 
At the end of the presentation Dermot was thanked by the Chairman, before leaving the meeting. 

 
4. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 6 MAY 2014 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6 May 2014 were approved as a true record. 
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman thanked Members for their work over the previous year and for representing the Council at 
the various meetings of outside groups and charities. He thanked the Clerk for her work, and for assisting 
with compiling the new website.  He asked that Shaun Williams, who set up and designed the website, to 
be thanked.     
 
Cllor Adams said he considered that this Council represented very good value for money for its residents. 
However he advised that its work was getting more difficult as both District and County Council seem to be 
moving away from the Parish (in respect of collective working and support). It is now necessary to keep 
records of everything that is discussed in order to present evidence where necessary – which takes hours of 
ploughing through. Getting action on the issues that concern us is frustratingly slow but he urged Members 
to stay patient and not to give up.    
 
He said that all the points raised in his report last year are still relevant today. There remain many concerns 
about protecting the AONB in respect of development control and planning, the negative impact of 
overuse, overflowing carparks, litter, and bike problems etc. which are not getting any better. In addition to 
these longstanding issues it has come to Cllor Adams’ attention that a large area of Brindley Heath will be 

http://www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk/
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cordoned off on 14 June 2015 when the Ironman Competition comes to the area. This will cause gridlock, 
and there has been no formal notification to the Parish Council from the County or organisers of the event.   
 
Cllor Adams said there remains a need to strive towards achieving a happy balance between fresh air, 
cycling, concerts and all other recreational activities that take place on the Chase. However there needs to 
be close control and overlapping management between stakeholders in order that the character and 
beauty of the landscape is maintained and protected.      

 
The Chairman concluded his report with a comment that it was lovely to be member of a Council whose 
meetings are so pleasant and continue to be free of politics.  Cllor Turville thanked Cllor Adams for his 
strong Chairmanship in steering the Council effectively and for promoting the pleasant atmosphere that is 
always present at meetings (and enjoyed) when working together to serve the community. The other 
members concurred with this statement of appreciation.   

 
6. PARISH COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

Cllor Ballett gave a brief report on Hednesford Town Council’s Parish Assembly that he had attended. 
 

7. OTHER REPORTS 
No additional reports. 
 

8. OPEN FORUM 
No matters were raised. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.15pm 
 
 
 
 
    
Signed………………………......................................... 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 
Date…………………………………………….......................  


