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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 23 MAY 2017 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.15PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     R. Turville (Vice Chairman) 
     Mrs M. A. Turville 
     D. Cotton 
     A. Pearson  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)   
  
 

 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR 

It was proposed by Cllor A. Pearson, seconded by Cllor Mrs Turville and agreed that Cllor Adams be 
appointed to the position of Chairman. 
 
Resolved: To appoint Cllor Adams as Chairman to Brindley Heath Parish Council for the municipal year 
2017-18. 

 
2. SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

The declaration of acceptance of office was signed by the Chairman, Cllor Adams.    
 

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 
It was proposed by Cllor Cotton, seconded by Cllor Mrs Turville and agreed that Cllor R. Turville be 
appointed to the position of Vice Chairman. 
 
Resolved: To appoint Cllor R. Turville as Vice Chairman to Brindley Heath Parish Council for the municipal 
year 2017-18. 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor Ms S. Wilkes and Cllor Miss J. Wilkins. 

 
5. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

a. To declare interests for this meeting: 

Member   
None 

Interest 
 

Type 

 
b. Register of Interests forms – Members were advised that their Disclosable Interests forms (displayed on 

the District Council and Parish Council’s websites) should be reviewed to ensure they remain up to 
date.  A new form should be completed if there are amendments to declare.  
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6. POLICE REPORTS 
No Police Officers were in attendance (invitations not issued). 
 
The Council considered an email (dated 25 April 2017) from the Partnerships Manager about Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) and privacy issues.  
 
Resolved: To note the information provided with no questions or further issues raised.    
 

7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
No members of the public were present   
   

8. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 4 April 2017 were approved as a true record. 
 

9. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Reports have been made to the Partnerships Manager at Staffordshire Police about cyclists using the 
Heritage Trail off Slitting Mill Road, and in respect of speeding along Penkridge Bank Road, Marquis Drive 
and Brindley Heath Road (Citizen Contract Record forms submitted on 25 April 2017). 
 
A thank you card has been sent to staff at the White House expressing appreciation for allowing the 
installation of the public access defibrillator on the premises, and for serving refreshments at the launch. 
 

10. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A report had been made during the Annual Parish Meeting, which preceded this meeting.   
 

11. APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Resolved: To appoint the following Members to the Planning Committee: 
D. Cotton 
A. Pearson 
Mrs M.A. Turville 
R. Turville 
Ms S. Wilkes 
Miss J. Wilkins 

 

12. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
It was proposed by Cllor Pearson and seconded by Cllor R. Turville and agreed that Cllor D. Cotton be 
appointed to the position of Chairman of the Planning Committee. 
 
Resolved: To appoint Cllor D. Cotton as Chairman of the Planning Committee for the municipal year 2017-
18. 
 

13. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
Resolved: To make the following appointments: 
 

Slitting Mill Village Hall A. Pearson 

Etching Hill Village Hall D. Cotton 

Chetwynd’s Charity P. Adams 

Charity for the Recreation Ground for the Benefit of 
the Inhabitants of the Ancient Parish of Rugeley and 
Neighbourhood in the County of Stafford 

P. Adams & D. Cotton 
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Charity for an Allotment for the Labouring Poor in 
the Ancient Parish of Rugeley in the County of 
Stafford 

P. Adams & Ms S. Wilkes 
 

Longdon Cotton Alms-houses (four-year term from 
2016) 

P. Adams 

Cannock Chase Council’s Standards Committee R. Turville 

Cannock Chase AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting A. A. Pearson & Mrs. M. A. Turville 
 

It was also agreed that the item should be raised again at a future meeting in order that Cllor Miss Wilkins 
be given an opportunity to consider whether she would wish to become a parish representative.  
 
Cllor Pearson advised the meeting that Parish Members no longer have a vote on the Standards 
Committee. The matter would be pursued by him as this was considered wrong.  
 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

Cannock Chase AONB Sustainability Fund – an email (dated 8 May 2017) from the Assistant AONB Officer 
at Cannock Chase AONB Unit invites local groups and communities to apply for funding for a project(s) idea 
that would support the Cannock Chase AONB Management plan objectives. The deadline for applications is 
8 June 2017 and work would need to be completed by the end of March 2018. 

Resolved: To note the information. 

SPCA Weekly Bulletins – there were no items for noting, specifically.      

c) Consultations 

There were no consultations to report. 
 

15. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
It was confirmed by Cllor Cotton that the Rugeley and District Community First Responders had agreed to 
take on the task of regularly checking the new Community defibrillator at the White House to ensure that it 
is maintained in full working order. 
 
Arrangements for the Community First Responders to join members to give a talk would be arranged at a 
later date.  
 
AEDdonate has not as yet advised when a defibrillator training session will take place.  

   
Resolved: To note that the defibrillator would receive regular checking by Rugeley and District Community 
First Responders and that staff would deliver a talk on emergency first aid at a future meeting of the parish 
council.   

 
16. CHASE MATTERS MAGAZINE 

Members considered an opportunity to publish and promote parish council information in Chase Matters 
magazine, commissioned by Cannock Chase Council which could be a useful vehicle for publicising the work 
of the Parish Council (the website and defibrillator on Cannock Chase). It is free to readers and is 
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distributed to 44,000 people. It is also made available in libraries, council offices and online with the next 
edition being published in August 2017. 
 
The pricing for publishing an article is based on full page, half page, quarter page and eighth page. 
 
Resolved: That the Council do not presently wish to buy space in Chase Matters for publishing an article.  
 

17. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 
CH/17/128 Stafford Brook Stables, Stafford Brook Road – permanent occupation of existing log cabin 
approved under planning permission CH/14/0116 
 
A letter dated 24 April 2017 was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council with the following comments: 
 
Brindley Heath Parish Council has no objections to the development proposal but Members of the 
Planning Committee have asked that a condition is included in the planning permission to prevent the 
possibility of the log cabin being extended or developed any further. Submission of a new planning 
application should be required to cover any and all future circumstances that might arise.      
 
CH/17/147 5 Kingsley Wood Road – erection of gazebo 
 
A letter dated 4 May 2017 was forwarded to Cannock Chase Council with the following comments: 
 
Members of the Planning Committee have confirmed they have no objections to the proposal providing 
the occupiers of neighbouring homes have no objections and that use of the gazebo does not affect them 
in respect of noise and artificial light. 
 

Resolved: To confirm the comments forwarded to Cannock Chase Council in respect of the planning 
applications listed.  

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

No new planning applications received. 
   
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/17/047 132 Bradbury Lane – residential development: erection of 2 no. detached bungalow and 2 no. 
semi-detached houses 
Planning permission awarded on 31 March 2017. 

 
CH/17/051 The Smallholding, Kingsley Wood Road – side extension  
Planning permission awarded on 18 April 2017 

 
CH/17/056 Land North of Penkridge Bank Road – widening of vehicular access 
Planning permission awarded on 10 May 2017 

 
CH/17/022 Holme, Kingsley Wood Road - remodelling of existing dwelling and detached triple garage 
Planning permission awarded on 10 May 2017 
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Resolved: The planning decisions were noted.  
 
Members raised the point that where permitted development rights are removed or something 
contentious is imposed within planning conditions by the local planning authority, the applicant is able to 
reapply after three years to have the right or responsibility reinstated or removed. 
 
d) Other Planning Matters 

Rugeley Quarry Bagging Plant 

An email (dated 19 April) from the Senior Planning Regulation Manager at Staffordshire County Council was 
noted, in response to the Parish Council’s concerns that customer lorries are collecting bagged products 
from Rugeley Quarry bagging plant. 

The email advised that an investigation had established that vehicles collecting bagged aggregate from the 
bagging plant facility are those operated or otherwise under the control of H.D. Ricketts. In some instances, 
these may comprise a third-party vehicle authorised by the company at times when the company’s own 
fleet of vehicles are being serviced/repaired or utilised elsewhere. Third-party vehicles are included within 
the permitted daily number of HGV loads/movements set out in Condition 10 of planning permission 
CH.16/08/709 M. There is no condition restricting the operator of the vehicle, although the Supporting 
Statement says the bagged material is exported from the site on 6 single curtain-sided HGV’s owned and 
operated by H.D. Ricketts. 

The Senior Planning Regulation Manager offered to investigate further if any additional information is 
provided. 

On a separate matter, Members raised a point about lorries pulling out of the quarry entrance without 
looking and at speed. This is a serious issue and there have been instances where people have nearly been 
taken off the road. CEMEX’s own lorries do appear to be staying within the 40mph speed limit. A stop sign 
has been put up. 

The results of a Cemex Traffic Survey have been given to the Parish Council but the information does not 
give clear statistics identifying the numbers of lorries going to and from the site.  

Members reported a loss of confidence in the information being shared at meetings with quarry 
management and developments with the Bird Club taking over land was given as an example.  
 
Land off Shooting Butts Road 

Concerns raised by residents in Stonehouse Road about the erection of a wooden structure on land off 
Shooting Butts Road, with no planning permission, were detailed.  

Both residents and the Parish Council have consulted the Planning Department at Cannock Chase Council 
for advice about the structure. The Development Control Manager has confirmed that he has visited the 
site and believes it to be in the nature of a horse shelter not a stable. As such, the structure comprises a 
chattel not a building. He advised that, this being the case, the erection of the shelter does not constitute 
development and falls outside of the control of the local planning authority. A definition of the meaning of 
development under Section 55 of the 1990 Town and County Planning Act was provided, along with the 
conclusion that as the structure has been erected on sleds to enable easy removal, it is not considered to 
be in breach of planning controls.  

 
Resolved: That the Development Control Manager be asked whether a mobile home on skids could be 
erected without planning permission.  
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18. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

HV Cable Maintenance Work  
The Principal Ecologist (Staffordshire County Council) has confirmed that Natural England has given its 
consent for tree works on Staffordshire County Council land between Kingsley Wood Road and Penkridge 
Bank Road. The County Council can only apply for consent for its own land. Western Power would need to 
work with other landowners to obtain those permissions. 
 
A request for a progress report had been made to the Area Manager of Western Power (3 May 2017) but 
no response has been received. 
 
Resolved: To ask the Area Manager at Western Power for an update on progress with HV Maintenance 
work. 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No items discussed. 
 
c) Cannock Chase Forest and AONB 

Ironman Event on Sunday 18 June 2017 
A message responding to an enquiry made to County Councillor Winnington (dated 4 May 2017) has been 
received from the Sportshire Coordinator at Staffordshire County Council. Suggestions made on the road 
closure leaflet have been incorporated and apologies were given on behalf of Ironman for not replying to 
email enquiries.  
 
It was also stated that Ironman are working through a number of options for the competition next year 
(2018) and when there is a better understanding of what those might be, they will be communicated to the 
parish network. 
 
Resolved: To note the information supplied by the Sportshire Coordinator.  
 
d) Other Issues for noting 
None 

 
19. LAPEL BADGES 

Cllor Adams will be visiting the Jewellery Quarter soon to investigate the design and purchase of lapel 
badges. 
 
Resolved: To note the information. 
 

20. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 
 There were no meetings to note 
 
21. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllor Adams and Cllor Cotton reported on the work of Friends of Etching Hill and an issue that has arisen 
from the removal of trees to improve the view across to Derbyshire.  
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22. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Cllor Pearson reported on the fair which came to Hednesford park and that a resident had complained to 
him that the music was too loud.  
  

23. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
23 May 2017).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the Council with reserves 
totalling £9725.80 (including a VAT reclaim of £33.61).   

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 

b) Limited Assurance review for the financial year 2016-17 

Prior to the meeting, members had received copies of the end of year accounts for the financial year 2016-
17 comprising: cash book, bank reconciliation, budget and spend statements, variance report and analysis 
of budget heads. 

i) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2016-17 (Section 1) 

Resolved: The Annual Governance Statement for the financial year 2016-17 was approved. 

ii) To approve the Accounting Statements 2016-17 (Section 2) 

Resolved: The Accounting Statements for the financial year 2016-17 was approved. 
 

c) To adopt NALC’s Model Financial Regulations and Standing Orders for 2017-18 

Resolved:  

• To adopt NALC’s model Financial Regulations (dated January 2016).  

• To adopt the mandatory statutory requirements of NALC’s model Standing Orders (version 2013) 
with amendments to accommodate the filming, photographing and recording of meetings 
(introduced 5 August 2014).  
 

d) To review the Risk Assessment and Management Plan for 2017-18 

The Risk Assessment has been reviewed and has been found to be comprehensive. The following three 
questions are satisfied: Are all the identified risks still present? (yes) Are the levels of risk still the same? 
(yes) Have any new risks been identified? (no). It is concluded that Internal controls are adequate and no 
additional actions are required.  

Resolved: To approve the risk assessment for 2017-18  
 
e) To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report for 2016-17 

The internal audit has been completed by Ray Smythe for the financial year 2016-17.  No issues of concern 
were raised as internal control objectives have been achieved with standards that meet the needs of this 
smaller authority.  
 
Resolved: To note the findings of the Internal Auditor upon completion of an internal audit of the financial 
records for the year 2016-17.  
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f) To appoint a Councillor to check the accounts for 2016-17 

Resolved: That Cllor Ms Wilkes take on the internal auditor (Councillor) role for 2017-18.    
 
g) To renew the Councils insurance cover 

A quotation for a micro policy costing £168.00 detailed the same level of baseline cover as that provided in 
a standard basic parish council policy (in respect of public liability, hirer’s liability, employers’ liability, libel 
and slander, money, fidelity guarantee, increased cost of working, loss of revenue, commercial legal 
protection, office equipment, key man cover, defibrillators, equipment breakdown). The micro policy 
excludes cover for: firework displays, bonfires, skate parks, BMX tracks, Zip Wires, ponds (water related 
activities) and playground equipment from the Public Liability section.  

The cost for the Came and Company policy is just £3.75 more than last year (2016-17). The Chairman had 
viewed the documentation relating to the policy and confirmed that he considered the terms and levels of 
cover to be acceptable. 

Resolved: To purchase a Came and Company micro policy at a cost of £168.00 (for the period 6 July 2017 to 
5 July 2018).       
 
h) Update Signatories List 

Resolved: That the bank mandate be updated to include all seven current members of the Council. 
 
i) To authorise cheques for payment 

100114 
 

The White House 
 

£25 Use of room for parish meetings 
on 23 May 2017 
 

100115 Came and Company £168.00 Insurance renewal from 6 July 
2017 to 5 July 2018 
 

100116 Ray Smythe £40 Internal Audit of accounts for 
the financial year 2016-17 
 

100117 Cllor Paul Adams 
 

£125.00 Chairman’s Allowance for 
financial year 2017-18 
 

100118 Trudy Williams £95.30 HP Printer Cartridge 
 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
  

24. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Appointment to outside bodies – Cllor Miss Wilkins. 
 

25. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 4 July 2017* at 7.30pm at the White house (if 
available). Other meeting dates were set as: 
 
12 September 2016 
14 November 2016 
December meeting date to be determined 
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The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.10pm. 
 
 *Meeting date later changed to 25 July 2017 (due to non-availability of a venue on 4 July). 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 
 
 
 


