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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 6 MAY 2014 AT 

THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE 

BRINDLEY HEATH 

  7.00PM 
 

 

 
 

PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman)     
       D. Cotton 
       Mrs M. A. Turville  
          R. Turville 
        P. Bishop 
        D. Ballett 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
         
 

                          
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were given on behalf of Cllor Pearson who was chairing a meeting of Hednesford Town Council.    
 

2. WELCOME BY CHAIRMAN 
The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 
3. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING ON 7 MAY 2013 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7 May 2013 were approved as a true record. 
 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and for playing active roles for the good of the community. He 
pointed out that some parish councils are barely quorate and it was pleasing that this Council did not have 
difficulty recruiting members. It was suggested that the reason for this might be that meetings are always 
pleasant and free of politics. 
 
Members were thanked for their hard work over the previous year, including County Councillor John 
Bernard for coming to meetings. He acknowledged that people have many commitments, including other 
local organisations to serve. 
 
A special thank you was made to John Wilkes who has recently resigned as a Parish Councillor after serving 
the Council and local residents conscientiously for many years. John has offered his extensive knowledge of 
Cannock Chase, and his views consistently demonstrated that he was very well informed on local issues and 
always impartial and neutral – never veering into a political agenda. His contribution to the Council will be 
greatly missed. 
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The Chairman also kindly thanked the Clerk for her work during the previous year.  
 
Cllor Adams confirmed that the council were in the middle of an intense period of contentious planning 
applications which were presenting a threat to the character and beauty of the landscape. Development 
control issues are in addition to longstanding concerns about the negative impact of overuse of the Chase. 
Both are big issues for next year which the County and District Council should address.   
 
It is recognised by local people that Chase car parks are often full to overflowing. There is extensive cycling 
with people coming from far and wide risking plant and wildlife disease from cross contamination. There 
are bike trails but cyclists are riding on footpaths causing hazard and environmental damage. Cllor Adams 
suggested the Parish Council consider how to approach the problem and perhaps attempt to drum up 
support with others who also feel strongly. Proper management should prevent cycling in certain areas to 
allow flora and fauna to replenish. Designated areas could be cordoned off temporarily perhaps on a 
rotational basis for twelve months and wardens could be used to police the Chase. 
 
Cllor Adams advised that local people didn’t visit because there are too many bikes. The area is fragmented 
with a number of landowners/custodians namely the Forestry Commission, Cemex and the County Council. 
All need to work together to bring better collective management. If fencing was erected on the Cemex site 
(the adjoining land) some of the problems would be eased. 
 
Cllor Adams suggested inviting representative bodies to a meeting to consider what could be done as the 
same issues are raised repeatedly. There is a desire to achieve a happy balance between fresh air, cycling, 
concerts and all other recreational activities that take place on the Chase, but there needs to be control. It 
was requested that the item be put on a future agenda for further discussion as to how to move forward, 
what to do and who to invite.  

 
 
5. PARISH COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

No reports.  
 

6. OTHER REPORTS 
No additional reports. 
 

7. OPEN FORUM 
No matters were raised. 
 
 

 
 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.20pm 
 
 
 
 
    
Signed………………………......................................... 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
 
 
Date…………………………………………….......................  


