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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD ON TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2013  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     A. Pearson 
     P. Bishop 
     D. Ballett 
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
 
 

 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllor D. Cotton, Cllor Mrs Turville and Cllor R. 
Turville 
      

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No members of the public were present   

 
3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 24 September 2013 were approved as a true record.  
 
4. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM LAST MINUTES 

South Staffordshire Council has received a High Court Challenge to its adopted Core Strategy, relating 
specifically to the table in Core Policy 6 (Housing Land and Distribution). The challenge has delayed the 
emerging Site Allocations document and Site Allocations consultation. No comments have therefore been 
forwarded by Brindley Heath Parish Council. 
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No report/announcements 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

 Superfast Broadband in Staffordshire – Newsletter 2 (September 2013) and Broadband Champions 
event on 22 November 2013.  

Resolved:  Information noted 

 Feeling Safe in Staffordshire – New campaign launched by Staffordshire County Council to tackle 
the fear of crime. The first phase is about encouraging residents to tell the agencies their concerns 
so that an understanding can be gained on how to address them. 
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Resolved: The details of the campaign were noted  

 Extracts from SPCA Weekly Bulletins (funding for war memorials, Feeling Safe in Staffordshire, 
Staffordshire Railway Strategy, Council Tax Support Grant and precepts).  

Resolved:  Information noted  
 

 The new SPCA Gazette (issued to all members) and Annual Report. It was noted that the Gazette 
replaces the previous newsletter, and feedback on its content and format, together with ideas for 
future editions would be welcomed by Andrew McRae (Chief Executive). 
 
Resolved: Members were pleased to receive a copy of the Gazette and considered that it would be 
an informative source of information.  
 

 Cats Protection. A letter dated 1 November 2013 has been received from the Cannock & 
Burntwood Cats Protection, requesting a charity donation. 
 
Resolved: Not to raise the item on to a future agenda as the charity would predominantly operate 
outside the Brindley Heath area.  
 

c) Consultations 

Staffordshire County Council’s Revised Statement of Community Involvement Consultation. Comments are 
invited on a document explaining how the County Council will consult with people and organisations when 
processing planning applications and preparing planning policies. The existing Statement of Community 
Involvement was adopted in 2006 and needs to be reviewed to take account of changes in legislation and 
approaches to planning. 

 
Resolved:  That members respond to the consultation individually by the closing date of 22 November 
2013, if they wish to do so.  
 

7. FREEDOM OF THE PARISH 
Cllor Pearson reported that Hednesford Town Council wish to honour Watchman (the former regimental 
mascot of Staffordshire) and will be asking other local councils whether they wish to do the same and 
jointly purchase a scroll as the traditional gift usually awarded. 
 
Resolved: Prior to setting a date for a meeting to permit Watchman, his handler and their successors to 
hold Honorary Freedom of the Parish of Brindley Heath, the Council will wait to be contacted by 
Hednesford Town Council in the hope that arrangements can be made to purchase a scroll jointly.  
 

8. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

CH/13/0303 Former Ultra Electronics, Rugeley Road – Variation of condition 27 of planning permission 
CH/10/0069 to vary design of the proposed dwelling 
 
A letter stating the following observations was forwarded to the District Council on 9 October 2013: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 10 September 2013 inviting Brindley Heath Parish Council to comment on 
this planning application. I must apologise for the delay in forwarding a reply. 

 
I may confirm that the Council’s Planning Committee wish to make the following comments about the 
proposed development: 
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Three storey houses and cantilevered balconies are considered to be an inappropriate design within the 
setting of the AONB and out of place in the Hednesford area. 

 
The current 60 mph speed limit on the A460 Rugeley Road should be reduced to a 30 mph limit from the 
junction of Walkers Rise back to the existing 30 mph limit in the direction of Hednesford.  This course of 
action would improve highway safety with regard to vehicles turning into the development.  
 
Security gates at the entrance to the site should also be avoided to ensure that vehicles are not delayed in 
turning (i.e. while waiting for electronic gates to open).  

 
The installation of high fencing around the perimeter of the housing development, in particular close board 
style fencing, should not be permitted as it would reduce the openness of the area.   

 
Resolved: To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee in its letter dated 
9 October 2013.  

 
b) New Planning Applications Received 

CH/13/0294 Wolseley Park House, Stafford Brook Road – Erection of livery stables *amended plans  
 
The planning application was discussed and it was decided that the same comments be forwarded for the 
amended plans as were stated in the original application. The dangerous nature of the proposal should be 
emphasised and a request made that the case be submitted to Planning Control Committee.  
 
Resolved:  To object to this application and use the observations previously submitted in the letter dated 
16 September 2013.   
 
c) Planning Decisions Made by Cannock Chase Council 

CH/13/0168 Penkridge Bank Cottage – Demolition of existing house and swimming pool and erection of a 
5 bed detached house  
 
Planning approval was awarded on 2 October 2013. 

 
Resolved:  To note with disappointment the planning decision made by Cannock Chase Council. 

 
9. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Kingsley Wood Road 

Motorbike scrambling is continuing to be monitored.    

Resolved:  To note the information. 
 

b) RSPB Reserve at Cemex 

Shaun Denny, Development Planner at Cemex has confirmed that the conservation scheme plans for the 
adjoining land (off Kingsley Wood Road) have been approved by Staffordshire County Council and John 
May, Estates Manager at Cemex is in the process of negotiating the terms and conditions for leasing the 
land to RSPB. 

Cllor Adams gave the Clerk a draft letter containing comments on the scheme, and requested that it be sent 
to Graham Allen, Principal Planning Officer, Planning Policy & Development Control at Staffordshire County 
Council. A copy should be forwarded to Cemex.  
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Resolved:  That the Clerk forwards a letter to Graham Allen, Principal Planning Officer with a copy to 
Cemex.  
 
c) Disused Quarry Entrance on A460 Rugeley Road 

An email (dated 14 October 2013) has been received from Catherine Wooldridge, Senior Planning 
Regulation Officer at Staffordshire County Council in response to the written enquiry made to the County 
Planning Department in January 2013 (asking for the reasons the quarry entrance was not restored after 
closure of the site). She said that the Parish Council’s concerns over the condition of the access are not 
related to any breach of planning regulations and is therefore unable to take any further action. The 
disused quarry entrance is outside the site boundary of the planning applications submitted to the County 
Council (red line area). Catherine suggested that the area is the responsibility of the Highways Department 
and that contact should be made with Mark Keeling. 
 
Cllor Pearson reported that he is unhappy with the work done by the Highways Department. The earth 
bund serves as a temporary solution to the nuisance issues but doesn’t meet the desired specification to 
completely and permanently restore the site. The matter is on-going. 
 
Resolved: To note the update. 
 
d) Highway Concerns  

Highway concerns including the installation of ‘no overtaking’ road markings along Penkridge Bank Road 
near the junction with Stafford Brook Road, are on-going.  Cllor Adams has spoken to several County 
Councillors about highways matters.    
 
Cheryl Makeham, Highways Community Liaison Officer will be asking the Neighbourhood Highway Team to 
clean the advisory 40mph signs along the roads running through Cannock Chase. They will be done on a few 
catch up days and the following locations will be given priority (should the Team not get around them all in 
one go):  
 

o Rugeley to Penkridge (Penkridge Bank Road/Broadhurst Green Road) 
o Roads from Birches Valley to Hednesford/Cannock (Birches Valley/Brindley Road/Brindley Heath 

Road) 
o Milford roads (Brocton Road/A513/Main Road) 

 
Resolved: To note the information. 
 
e) Cannock Chase and AONB 

AONB Advisory Partnership Minutes were discussed briefly. 
 
AONB volunteering and member events were noted. 
 

10. INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 
The following meetings were noted: 

 AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on 25 November 2013 at Brereton & Ravenhill Village Hall (7pm) – 
Cllor Pearson will be attending 

 SPCA’s 74th AGM on 2 December 2013 at Staffordshire County Buildings, Martin Street, Stafford 
(6.45pm) 

 Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum on 9 December 2013 

 Hednesford Community Forum on 11 December 2013 

 Network Rail Consultation Event in Hednesford 23 November 2013 - Electrification of railway line   
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11. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllor Adams expressed his disappointment that members of the Parish Council had not been invited to the 
Moors Gorse footbridge opening event. The Clerk was asked to advise Network Rail of the Council’s 
disappointment.   
 
Cllor Adams reported on meetings he had recently attended at Etching Hill Restoration Charity, Allotments 
Association and Longdon Cotton Alms-houses.  

 
12. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

None 
 
13. FINANCE 

a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report – 5 
November 2013)  
  
The HSBC account balance at 2 October 2013 is £3781.16 (second precept instalment not credited at 2 
October 2013 but a remittance advice note has been received from Cannock Chase Council confirming that 
payment has been dispatched).   
 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Bank Signatories 

All members present including the two new appointees (Cllor Phil Bishop and Cllor David Ballett) signed a 
new bank mandate for the purpose of updating the signatories list.  

 
Resolved: To update the signatories list so that all seven members of Brindley Heath Parish Council are able 
to authorise payments from the Council’s bank account.  
 
c) Budgetary Considerations for Financial Year 2014-15 

In giving consideration to a budget, and in turn, setting of the precept for the next financial year, the 
Council considered whether there was anything it would like to achieve/spend during the current year 
(budgets are underspent). It was noted that that the closing bank balance at the end of the current year is 
likely to be up on the opening balance (£3422.35).  

It was agreed that maintaining consistency with the precept figure would be preferable to lowering it 
significantly (apart from a slight reduction) to offset a growing reserve. Local Council Tax Support Grant 
may not be available (or may not be passed on by the District) in future years. This would mean lower 
future tax bases and more costly precepts for the electorate to finance. A higher bank reserve could be 
used in the future to offset the implications of lower tax bases (resulting from the Local Council Tax Support 
Scheme) or used for another purpose (a new notice board). 

The Government has been paying attention to parish and town councils precepts although has chosen not 
to apply precept referendums for any financial year to date. This is reviewed on an annual basis and 
statistics have been released on individual local councils and the amount of council tax collected on their 
behalf by billing authorities. 

A Parish and Town Council Precepts (Referendums) Bill 2012-13 was introduced on 19 March 2013 (first 
reading), aiming to cap local council precepts by imposing referendums on precept increases of 2% or 
more. The Bill failed to complete its passage through parliament before the end of the session. This means 
the Bill will make no further progress. 
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Members gave consideration to the possibility of setting the precept at a similar figure (or slightly less than 
the current financial year) but it was recognised that this decision is dependent on receipt of the new tax 
bases (which are not available yet).   

It was considered that next year’s budgets would hold similar values to the current ones except that, a 
‘Home as Office’ payment would be set aside to cover the Clerk’s office costs (telephone, electricity, 
equipment, software, broadband etc.) for the new financial year. Provision for higher printing costs due to 
the purchase of a new laser printer might also be necessary. 

Resolved:  

 To carry budget and precept setting forward to the next agenda (or the agenda following release of 
the new tax bases for the financial year 2014-15).  

 If tax bases are similar and Local Council Tax Support Grant is passed on to parishes, to set the 
precept at a similar or slightly lower figure than the current year (£3900). 

  To make provision for £400 in the budget for covering Home as Office costs. 

  

d) Cheques for Payment 

100037 
 

The White House 
 

   £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 5 
November 2013 
 

100038 Trudy Williams  £516.84 Salary August, September & 
October 2013 
 

 TOTAL £541.84  
 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
 

 
14. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

 
15. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 3 December 2013 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath. The start time will be 7.30pm. 

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


