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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2015 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

6.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     Mrs M.A. Turville 
     R. Turville 
     A. Pearson  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr I. Wykes (present to the end of item 2) 
 Mr C. Dale (present to end of item 4) 
 Mrs. T. Williams (Clerk) 
 

 
  

 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor Suzanne Wilkes who was unable to attend her first 
meeting for family health reasons.  
 

2. STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S COUNTRYSIDE ESTATES REVIEW 
The Chairman welcomed Ian Wykes, Commissioner for the Rural County, to the meeting.  
 
Ian had kindly offered to attend the Parish Meeting to brief members on Staffordshire County Council’s 
Countryside Estates Review and to note views that would assist in shaping the draft management options 
under consideration. The Countryside Estates Team are exploring a shared approach to the future provision 
of Countryside services and are interested in finding out what contribution if any Parish Councils (and other 
groups/organisations) are willing/able to offer.   
 
Before Ian delivered his presentation the Chairman stated his views on the management of Cannock Chase 
as it stands today. He believes there is a need for a stronger, firmer approach where stakeholders fully 
utilize their powers of control and manage in collaboration (stakeholders being: AONB, Natural England, 
Forestry Commission, County Council and the District Council). 
 
Ian then explained how the countryside estates (consisting of 6 large country parks, 9 picnic areas and a 
number of smaller sites with 3 disused railways) are used and managed and the purpose of the review 
which is to secure their long term future. The service has come under significant financial pressure over the 
last few years and savings targets are set to continue. Existing management arrangements are being looked 
at not just for the purpose of achieving savings and operational efficiencies but also better outcomes for 
people and wildlife. The County Council want to ensure people are engaged with and involved in both the 
review process and future management of the estates. It was stressed that there was no plan to sell 
Cannock Chase or prevent public access. 
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He provided facts and figures, explained the drivers for change and consultation process. He talked about 
ideas that had been considered for increasing revenue such as car parking charges and the expansion of the 
use of volunteers to assist in running the service.    

 
Members expressed their concerns to Ian about longstanding issues on Cannock Chase created by the way 
it is used. The big concern relates to tackling overuse and to develop strategies for protection against 
erosion. This is considered to be primarily caused by excessive (and ever increasing) biking activity. Litter 
dropping, fly tipping and dog fouling were also stated as problems.   The Ironman competition was raised 
because residents and their visitors have been inconvenienced through not being able to get to and from 
their homes. It was suggested that publicity surrounding the event could have been more comprehensive.   

 
Ian noted concerns but wished to focus on the purpose of his visit which was the Review, and to identify 
through discussion the most sustainable way to manage Cannock Chase and maximise its contribution to 
the economic and social wellbeing of the residents of Staffordshire (and beyond). The ten management 
options were discussed and it was recognised that different options might be suitable for different sites. No 
absolute conclusions were drawn collectively on the best option for Cannock Chase (although disposal of 
the sites and transfer of ownership options were discounted). The contribution the Parish Council would be 
able to offer was not determined (and would need further consideration). The Chairman stated his concern 
that without a decent budget none of the options stated were likely to provide successful outcomes.      
 
Ian advised that financial constraints was not a pressure that would ease and it was necessary to find new 
ways of ensuring long term sustainability of the service. He stated that questions about decisions relating 
to the allocation of funding between the many different service areas the County Council are responsible 
for, was a matter for the politicians to address. He suggested the Parish Council’s views were put in writing 
for consideration by appropriate County Members.  
 
Ian advised that there would be a further opportunity to give views on a refined list of management 
options during the public consultation period. The County Council’s Cabinet will be signing off a broad 
proposal together with a three month public consultation on 21 October 2015.  A final proposal for 
managing the countryside estates should be approved by April 2016. 

 
At the end of the hour allocated to this item, Ian was thanked for his time in joining members, before 
leaving the meeting.   

 
3. POLICE REPORTS 

No police officers were in attendance and there was no written report.  
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
Mr Chris Dale, resident at 414 Rugeley Road attended the meeting to explain to Members his plans for 
improving his home with a front extension and basement garage. He talked about the problems he had 
encountered with disrepair since purchasing the property and his desire to restore his home to a good 
standard of repair. The works he has undertaken have included roofing, electrical (a rewire) and structural, 
as the garage and front bungalow walls are tilting forward.  
 
The Parish Council had provided the District Council with its observations on the design of the proposed 
scheme for CH/15/0273 in a letter (dated 4 August 2015) and a copy had been forwarded to Mr Dale. The 
concerns were discussed, and the significance of the AONB designation in the planning process, given that 
the property is just inside its boundary. The Planning Officer for the case had been concerned about similar 
design points which had resulted in refusal of planning permission.    
 
Mr Dale advised that he would be going back to his architect with a view to having the scheme redesigned 
so that a new application could be submitted to the District. He would be giving consideration to the points 
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that had resulted in the scheme being refused (insufficient soft landscaping and large expanse of 
brickwork).       
 
On conclusion of this item Mr Dale left the meeting.   

 
5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2015 were approved as a true record.  
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The Clerk reported that, following enquiries, Cannock Chase Visitor Centre had a public access defibrillator 
on site but surprisingly Birches Valley Forest Centre did not. It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the 
Forestry Commission asking that consideration be given to the installation of a defibrillator.  

 
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No report  
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

 Hednesford Raceway – after making a report to the Environmental Health Department about the 
noisy event held over 1 and 2 August 2015, a representative of the Parish Council has been invited 
to meet with the Race Director of Incarace. Incarace are keen to maintain good relations with 
neighbouring residents and would like to discuss the noise impact of the events and talk about how 
the raceway is managed in line with the Code of Practice.  

Resolved:  That Cllor Adams be nominated to attend a meeting with the Race Director at Incarace.   

 Staffordshire County Council ‘s changes to bus timetables – Mark Winnington, Cabinet Member for 
Economy, Environment and Transport has advised in a letter dated 20 August 2015 that bus 
timetable changes will come into effect from 7 September 2015 to alter the times and patterns of 
some services. More information is available on Staffordshire County Council’s website.  

Resolved: That the information is noted.   

 Rights of way enquiries to Staffordshire County Council – Cllor Mark Winnington has also advised 
(in a letter dated 16 July 2015) that due to a reduced level of staffing, repairs to pathways will be 
prioritised in order of health and safety concerns, and those which form part of promoted routes. 
Vegetation clearance, waymarking, furniture repair and work to process public path orders will be 
done if and when extra resources are available. 

Resolved: The information was noted. 

 SPCA Weekly Bulletin (which are forwarded to Members via email) 

Resolved:  The Information in the bulletins are noted by those Members receiving them.  

The services offered by the Staffordshire Crisis Support scheme was highlighted and grant funding 
through the ‘Big Energy Saving Network’.    

c) Consultations 

There were no new consultations. 
 

9. PLANNING 
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a) Meeting with Management Staff at Cemex Quarry 

Cllor Adams and Cllor Cotton reported on a meeting held with the Management team at Rugeley Quarry on 
12 August 2015 which had been arranged to discuss issues raised by residents at the last parish meeting on 
14 July 2015. Residents were concerned about the implications of planning application CH.15.01/709M 
(retention of sand blending plant for the operational life of the quarry) and in particular that it would result 
in significantly more HGV traffic on Bower Lane and Stafford Brook Road.  The meeting was productive and 
comprehensive feedback was given by Quarry staff to answer all points that were raised. Cemex agreed to 
try a voluntary 30mph speed restriction on all lorries attending and leaving the site and the Councillors 
considered that it was a very positive offer on the management team’s part, to cut down the number of 
complaints. 

The notes for the meeting have been distributed to all Members of the Parish Council and local residents: 
David Baker, Ray Cockerill and Jacqui Gray. Cllor Cotton had also made contact by telephone and email to 
keep residents informed about the actions of the Parish Council. 
 
It was decided (following the meeting) that it wasn’t necessary to make any further amendments to the 
letter submitted to the County Planning Department on 6 August 2015. All the points continued to 
represent the views of local residents and would need to be known by Members who will be determining 
the case at Planning Committee.   
 
b) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 

CH.15/01/709M Rugeley Quarry – retention of sand blending plant for the operational life of the Quarry 
 
A letter dated 6 August 2015 was submitted to Staffordshire County Council. This letter had revised the 
comments submitted on 27 May 2015, following residents’ attendance at the last parish meeting to state 
their concerns. 

 
CH/15/0273 414 Rugeley Road, Hednesford – Proposed front extension with basement garage 
 
A letter was forwarded to the District Council on 4 August 2015 with the following comments: 

 
1. This bungalow is in a prominent position on the boundary of the AONB. The extension is not 
considered a good design because the proposed materials are not in character with this or other properties. 
All neighbouring properties including the applicants have facing bricks but the extension is in block and 
render which will compromise the street scene. 
2. Mature trees have already been removed from the site prior to this application and there are no 
planned replacements of trees or bushes to soften the landscape. 
3. There is a grass verge in front of this property and the applicant intends to remove this asset, 
proposing to install a dropped kerb for the whole length of the frontage which is out of character with the 
street scene. 
4. The applicant wants to remove the boundary wall and front lawn in order to tarmac the frontage 
and drive. This will not help with flooding issues and will look more like business premises than residential 
property. 
 
The points made by Mr Dale earlier in the meeting had been noted. 

 
CH/15/0281 132 Bradbury Lane, Hednesford – proposed erection of one detached bungalow and 2 x 
semi-detached houses on land to the rear of the existing dwelling (outline including access and layout) 
 
A letter with the following comments was forwarded to the District Council on 10 August 2015: 
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1. We feel this would be overdevelopment of a garden plot. 
Most councils are now against this kind of development as it creates urban sprawl and endless problem 
relating to access, noise and poor quality buildings. 
2. The proposed access in our opinion is unfeasible, making access for a removal vehicle or similar extremely 
dangerous, and any domestic parking above two vehicles would be restrictive, effectively blocking the 
access. 
3. Installing and maintaining services to the proposed new dwellings would be challenging to say the least. 
4. We feel the impact of such massing of this type of development would be totally out of proportion to the 
area. 
5. The size of the gardens for each of the proposed dwellings we feel would be extremely small which runs 
contrary to a policy of quality development. 
For the reasons stated above, the Planning Committee do not support this planning application. 

 
Resolved:  
To confirm comments submitted to the District and County Councils for all planning applications listed.  

 
c) New Planning Applications Received  

CH.15/10/779W Pumping station, Rugeley Road, Hednesford  
 
Resolved: It was agreed that after studying the content of the application (which was only available 
electronically) comments would be forwarded to the Clerk for submission to the County Council by 16 
September 2015. 
 
d) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/14/0025 CCAT Cannock Chase, Kingsley Wood Road  
Application withdrawn on 21 July 2015 
 
CH/15/0130 Chase View, Fair Oaks 
Application approved on 28 July 2015 
 
CH/15/0162 Land Adjacent to Unit 2 West Cannock Way 
Application approved on 7 August 2015. The Planning Department were not able to apply conditions on 
opening hours in this case.  
 
CH/15/0178 Land off Shooting Butts Road  
Application withdrawn on 31 July 2015 
 
CH/15/0273 414 Rugeley Road 
Application refused on 26 August 2015 
 
Resolved: All planning decisions were noted. 
 
e) Cannock Chase Council’s Draft DESIGN Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) with Procedure 

for Creating a Local List 

A copy letter with observations submitted to Cannock Chase Council by Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council 
(dated 21 August 2015) was noted.        

 
Resolved:  That the comments made by Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council are noted.   
 
f) New Planning Committee Member 
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Resolved: to appoint Suzanne Wilkes to the Planning Committee 
 
g) Administrative Procedures for Dealing with Planning Matters  

Resolved: That the procedure for dealing with invitations (from Cannock Chase Council and Staffordshire 
County Council) to comment on new planning applications where the consultation period falls between 
Parish Meetings, is as follows: 
 
1. Hard copies of plans/planning documentation are circulated between Members of the Planning 

Committee. Where more practicable, information may be disseminated verbally along with an 
opportunity to view (or collect) the plans. Electronic copies of plans will automatically be forwarded to 
Members who are on line (by the Clerk).   

 
2. The Chairman of the Planning Committee will collect individual comments and observations before 

finalising a collective Parish Council response which incorporates, or represents all views. 
 

3. Where a view is not unanimous or there is disagreement between Members, a Planning Committee 
meeting will be arranged for discussion and a decision on the content/form of the representations 
(conforming to the requirements of the Local Government Act 1972).  

 
10. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Following an event at the Tackeroo Camp Site on 18 July 2015 (during which loud music had caused a 
disturbance to local residents late into the evening), the Environmental Health Department has 
investigated and the organiser given his assurances that the incident was a one off. An unusual set of 
circumstances had led to the noise nuisance occurring. The organiser has advised the Parish Council that he 
works completely transparently and routinely undertakes noise monitoring and consultation exercises as 
part of a commitment to protecting residential amenity (at the nearest noise sensitive homes to the 
venue). He was very happy to give the Parish Council notice of all future woodland events that he 
organises. 
 
The Clerk was asked to check that the details for events arranged at all local venues are given, and not just 
those at the Tackeroo site. 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No issues discussed  
 
11. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

The following invitation was noted:  

Cannock Chase Council’s Standards Committee Meeting on 9 September 2015 has been cancelled 
(information for Cllor Turville and Cllor Pearson) 
 
Staffordshire & Stoke on Trent Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy – event at Gatehouse Theatre on 17 
September 2015 3-6pm 
 
Staffordshire in the Great War – Free one day event on Saturday 3rd October at County Buildings, Martin 
Street, Stafford at 10am (booking necessary) 
 
AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on 20 October 2015 at Great Haywood Sports and Social Club 7pm.  
The Clerk was asked to forward Cllor Mrs Turville’s apologies 
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Staffordshire Playing Fields Association – invitation to AGM on 21 October 2015 (at Stafford Boat Club at 
2pm).There is also an invitation to the Parish Council to take up membership (£15 pa) 
 
SPCA AGM on Monday 7 December 2015 (nominations to Executive Committee are invited (by 2 October 
2015) together with motions for debate (by 13 November 2015)) 
 
Resolved: All events were noted. 

 
12. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Project to map heritage and environmental assets across the AONB with Stephen Dean, Principal 
Archaeologist, Staffordshire County Council (on 17 July 2015). 

Cllor Ballett and Cllor Pearson gave a brief report on the meeting they had attended. Volunteers had 
offered to undertake the project work. 

 
13. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

Cllor Adams reported that a gate wide enough to allow vehicular access had been installed on SSSI land 
along Penkridge Bank Road (before Stafford Brook Road junction). The Clerk was asked to make enquiries 
about this with the District Council. 
 

14. WEBSITE 
Information to fill blank pages, particularly those involving the parish and its history are welcomed.  
 
Cllor Pearson suggested adding a feature on the adder snake. A dog had recently died having been bitten 
on the Chase so alerting people to the dangers of the adder would be a worthwhile exercise.   
 

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 8 
September 2015).   

The HSBC account balance at 2 September 2015 (latest bank statement) is £4988.75 (all cheques have been 
presented). 

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Completion of Audit 2014-15 

The audited and signed Annual Return has been received back from Grant Thornton. On the basis of its 
review of the annual return, the information is, in the opinion of the Auditor, in accordance with proper 
practices, and no matters have come to attention, giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and 
regulatory requirements have not been met.   
  
A copy of the Notice of Completion of Audit has been displayed on the website.  
 
Resolved:  To note that the auditing of the accounts for the year 2014-15 is complete. 

 

c) Cheques for Payment 

100075 
 

The White House 
 

£30.00 Use of room for meeting on 8 
September 2015 
 

100076 Trudy Williams £359.70 Salary July & August 2015 
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£176.07 x 2, Postage £7.56 
 

100077 ICO £35.00 Data Protection Registration 
Renewal from 13 September 
2015 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

The Clerk was asked to make an enquiry to the Ranger Service at Staffordshire County Council about 
whether there is a reasonable response/target time that is recognised for attending to deer that have been 
injured in road traffic incidents.  
 
Cllor Ballett and Cllor Pearson would like to attend a planning training session organised by Staffordshire 
Parish Councils’ Association. An enquiry will be made about a session recently publicised.    

 
17. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 10 November 2015 at the White House. The start 
time will be 7.30pm.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


