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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2016 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.00PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     A. Pearson 
     Ms S. Wilkes 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs M. A. Turville  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr K. Dawson (to end of AED talk)   
 Mrs J. Gray (to end of Public Participation) 
 Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
 

 
 
 

For the first 45 minutes of the meeting (prior to the start of the formal agenda), Keith Dawson, Community 
Defibrillator Facilitator at West Midlands Ambulance Service, gave a talk on the use and benefits of public 
access defibrillators (AED’s) in the community.  
 
60,000 people die from sudden cardiac arrest in the UK. 85% of cases would be reversible with treatment 
and speedy access to a defibrillator. The best chances of survival happen within 3 minutes of treatment 
(70% chance of doing something reversible) and if within 5 minutes there is a 50% chance. The overall 
timeframe for action is 8 to 10 minutes. There is an 8.6% survival rate in the UK country wide compared to 
25% in Norway, although it is 87% at Heathrow Airport. Here there is easy access to AED devices and all 
staff are trained in their use. Less than 43% of bystanders will attempt CPR. Members of the public need 
training on emergency first aid, but the equipment is easy to use with clear audio instructions. It will not 
shock inappropriately as it assesses the condition of the patients’ heart. 
 
Keith provided information on the different ways the equipment could be purchased and on possible 
funding opportunities (although the Government funding available through British Heart Foundation has 
finished).  
 
He outlined two options for the parish council to consider:   

1. To acquire equipment through (donation/grant/purchase) which involves taking ownership and 
ongoing maintenance responsibility;  
 

He advised on the defibrillator brands to consider – those that have superior batteries (including iPad 
SP1 £1100, iPad NF1200 £749.99 (a lower model), Physio Control CR Plus £950 and Lifepak CR Plus £950 
all including VAT); and the coded lockable cabinets that Community First Responders are familiar with 
(such as Defibsafe or AEDdonate at a cost of £525-£540) backing board is £37.50 and Installation £270 
inc VAT. 
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Other costs include replacement batteries every five years, Insurance costs but no servicing costs and 
approx. £6 per year to cover the electricity supply to keep the equipment warm. The pads need to be 
replaced after each use. 

 
2.  To make a donation to AEDdonate who will install and maintain the equipment for life (including 

replacing the batteries). The cost is £1999. 
 

Keith offered his future support with the project.  
 
At the conclusion of the item, Keith was thanked by the Chairman and Members, before leaving the 
meeting (approximately 7.50pm).   
 

1. APOLOGIES 
No apologies  

 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

Staffordshire Police were not advised about the meeting date on this occasion (due to the defibrillator item 
and the remaining time available).     

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

Mrs Gray raised a planning concern relating to the cutting of vegetation in a neighbouring garden. Planning 
permission had been obtained by the previous owner of the property for an extension and the property 
was then sold with no commencement of building work.  A condition in the decision notice had specified 
that no trees or hedges should be cut down, topped, lopped, uprooted or removed without the prior 
written permission of the local planning authority. The new owners had not implemented any work in 
respect of the planning approval either but had wanted to do some work on the garden. 
  
As planning conditions are only relevant after a planning application has been implemented, and with no 
Tree Preservation Orders in force on the site, it would appear that, at this point in time, there are no 
restrictions preventing work to the hedge or other trees and vegetation.   
 
Mrs Gray was advised by Members to seek further clarification from the Planning Department. It appears 
the situation may have highlighted a loophole in planning rules.    

 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Member   
Cllor D. Cotton 

Interest 
Item 11 (Planning) 
CH/15/0475 – 13 Kingsley Wood Road. 
Single storey extension to rear 
 

Type 
Personal - a neighbouring 
property 

 
5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2015 were approved as a true record. 
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
None 
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No report  

 
8. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 
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All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

Best Kept Village Competition – the letter received from the Community Council of Staffordshire (dated 
January 2016) inviting the Parish Council to take part in the competition was noted.  

Resolved: Brindley Heath does not have a village centre as such and the Council will not apply to enter the 
Best Kept Village Competition.   

SPCA Weekly Bulletin – the Bulletins are forwarded to Members via email. 

Resolved:  The Information in the bulletins are noted (by Members able to receive them electronically) 
which included the resolution to call on the Government to abolish the charging regime for the M6 Toll.  

c) Consultations 

Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2) Call for Sites. A letter (dated 1 February 2016) from the Principal 
Planning Policy Officer advises that Local Plan (Part 2) will be identifying site specific allocations for all 
future development and infrastructure needs. It will also include planning standards where required to 
elaborate upon the strategic policies contained within Local Plan (Part 1) – adopted in June 2014. 
 
The District Council is inviting the submission of any potential sites for consideration that may help to meet 
all of the development needs of the District. There is particular interest in sites suitable for Gypsy and 
Traveller communities and suggestions for other designations such as Green Space Network sites. The 
District Council will publish an Initial ‘Issues and Options’ consultation document for Local Plan (Part 2) in 
the summer 2016. This will set out the potential site options as well as presenting policy options.  
Submissions should be made by 14 March 2016 (with a questionnaire completed by applicants). 
 
Resolved: To note the consultation and respond to it on an individual basis where desired. 
 

9. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
It was noted (during Keith’s talk) that the grant funding opportunities with British Heart Foundation had 
closed due to popularity of the fund – the money been allocated. Each applicant had been able to apply for 
up to five defibrillators at a time which resulted in Government funding running out fast.    
 
In any case, there had been a condition attached to the funding opportunity that was not favourable to 
Brindley Heath Parish. Only unlockable cabinets were supplied and BHF do ask that AED’s are placed in an 
unlocked cabinet when going down the option 2 route (supply of defibrillator and training kit package 
only).  
 
Lockable cabinets are recommended by West Midlands Ambulance Service. This is particularly necessary 
for an externally located defibrillator positioned in a rural location that would be vulnerable to theft. 
   
Other funding opportunities were discussed including the possibility of acquiring both the defibrillator and 
the cabinet free of charge (or at a discount). These possibilities were raised by Cllor Pearson and Cllor Ms 
Wilkes, who said they would investigate.  

 
The costs of installation (including electrics) would be financed by the Parish Council as the precept had 
been raised to cover this expenditure. There was also an option to make an application to the County 
Councillor’s Community Fund. This would need to be submitted when the other avenues have been 
explored and it is known whether the cabinet and/or defibrillator are to be donated.  BHF will be 
continuing to offer grant funding opportunities from April 2016 but there will be a £400 contribution 
payable by each applicant.  
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Resolved: That Cllor Pearson and Cllor Ms Wilkes will explore the possibility of having a cabinet and 
defibrillator donated. When the outcome of these enquiries are known, consideration would be given to 
making an application for a grant to Councillor Martin’s Community Fund (for the remaining items of 
expenditure). 
  

10. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 
a) Report on the Cannock Chase AONB extra Advisory Partnership Meeting held on 11 January 2016 

to Discuss the Countryside Estates Review  

Cllor Pearson and Cllor Ballett represented the Parish Council at this meeting.  
 
As a result of the additional comments made at the meeting, amendments have been made to Cannock 
Chase AONB first draft response to the Countryside Estates Review. The final response has been circulated 
to parish councils via email (and forwarded electronically to Members of the Council).  

 
Resolved: To note the Cannock Chase AONB response to Staffordshire County Council’s Countryside Estates 
Review.  
 
b) Cannock Chase AONB Governance Review – Meeting on 25 January 2016 

Anne Walker (email dated 18 January 2016) has advised that Cannock Chase AONB Partnership is reviewing 
its governance arrangements. The Partnership has expressed the following aspirations for the review: to 
develop a more streamlined and less complex structure that engages partners; to develop a more delivery-
focussed approach with a greater emphasis on securing funding and resources to deliver the AONB 
management plan; and, to develop a more financially sustainable model with a broader funding base, 
recognising more limited public sector budgets. 
 
Changes to the structure and an action plan had been outlined in a paper.  
 
Resolved: To note that Cannock Chase AONB were undertaking a Governance Review.  

 
c) Response to Fracking on Cannock Chase Enquiry 

Resolved: To note the message issued by representatives of Staffordshire County Council and Natural 
England in response to the query raised about fracking at the AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting in November 
2015. 

d) Sporting Events Enquiry  

No response has as yet been received to the enquiry made to Cllor Mark Winnington, Cabinet Member for 
Economy, Environment and Transport. A letter compiled by the Chairman, Cllor Adams, had been 
forwarded to Cllor Winnington on 12 January 2016. It included comments about sporting events in Brindley 
Heath and in particular the Ironman event. It included questions about the arrangements made for allowing 
residents and visitors access to and from their homes on the day of the event.  

 
Resolved: It was agreed that a follow up message be sent to Cllor Winnington asking for a response to the 
questions raised.  
 
e)  Heather Cutting on the Chase  
 The message received from Emma Beaman (on 21 January 2016) about a program of heather cutting work 
on Cannock Chase was noted. The Chairman asked the Clerk to make an enquiry about whether the 
heather was formed into bales and could be made available for use at other locations – such as for seed 
scattering on Etching Hill.   
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11. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 
CH/15/0475 13 Kingsley Wood Road – single storey extension to rear of dwelling.  
 
Resolved: To confirm that no objections would be made to this proposal.  

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/16/021 The Tackeroo, Bracken Close, Hednesford – residential development: 13 no. 2 bedroom 
apartments (Reserved matters application for CH/14/0149).  
 
This application had appeared on the weekly ‘New Planning Applications’ list (from the Planning 
Department) but had not progressed any further along the administrative process and the plans were not 
posted out.  
 
Resolved: To note that this planning application was not being processed presently.      
   
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/15/0458 Cannock Chase Enterprise Centre, Walkers Rise  
Proof of prior notification was not required by the District Council. 
 
CH/15/0475 13 Kings Wood Road  
Application approved on 18 January 2016. 
 
Planning Conditions to Control Hours of Working 
Between parish meetings, a query had been raised about applying standard planning conditions, to all 
approvals, specifying permitted hours of construction activity during the build.  
 
A query had been forwarded to the Planning Department in July 2015 about standard conditions relating to 
business hours of operation and Mr Aqbal (Development Control Manager) had advised that there are tests 
for applying planning conditions. Proposed conditions must be justified on a case by case basis and 
Government guidance lays down six tests that have to be met. 
 
A condition controlling the hours of construction activity tends to be imposed where appropriate on large 
scale development and where there are exceptional circumstances justifying the condition. The planning 
system is largely concerned with the end product of development rather than the process.  Due to the 
existence of other legislation and procedures to control nuisance, including noise arising from construction 
activity, the use of planning conditions to control the construction process cannot always be justified. Each 
case is assessed individually to determine whether it would be appropriate based on the type and scale of 
development and the nature and sensitivity of the locality. 

 
Resolved: All planning decisions were noted.  
 
d) Update on Anaerobic Digestion Facility in Stafford Borough 

Resolved: To note the content of an email (on 29 December 2016) from Mr Aqbal, sent in response to the 
Parish Council’s enquiry about the possibility of being consulted on future planning applications that are 
located outside the District, but in the public interest.   
 
It was also noted that no response had been received from Stafford Borough Council. 



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        6 
 
 

              
 

 
12. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Parking on Verges in Kingsley Wood Road 
The Community Highway Liaison Officer had offered to write to residents to ask that they refrain from 
parking on the verge opposite the semi-detached houses.  This matter will be followed up.  
 
Power Interruptions  
A message from Phil Wedgwood, Area Manager, Western Power Distribution (WPD) advises that he has 
carried out an investigation into the post codes affected by multiple power interruptions and confirms 
there is no major maintenance programme arranged other than continual ‘Tree Trimming’ exercises.  The 
power interruptions referred to were due to High Voltage switching operations remote to the addresses 
but unfortunately impacting the areas. WPD says that it endeavours to reduce faults/incidents as a priority 
by maintaining and renewing equipment but it is not always possible to eliminate all instances. 
 
The Chase Side Members commented that Western Power could if it wanted to, reroute the cable and 
switch the power through to another line. 
 
Hednesford Raceway Event on 17 January 2016   
Mr Ness, Senior Environmental Health Officer, has confirmed that he is investigating the noisy event with 
the Race Director and will liaise with the Property Services Manager too on the enquiry about adding 
additional conditions to the lease (tree planting to screen the noise). The event held at the Raceway on 17 
January 2016 was the Civil War North V South event (confirmed on Incarace website).  

 
b) Brindley Village 

No items discussed.  
 
13. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

The following invitation was noted:  

Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association vacancy on Executive Committee for Cannock Chase District. 
Applications for co-option close on 26 February 2016 
 
World War I Training Camps on Cannock Chase. Rugeley Camp and Rifle Ranges Walk on Saturday 27 
February 2016 from Penkridge Bank Car Park at 10am  

 
Resolved: Forthcoming events were noted. 

 
14. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cannock Chase AONB Dementia Strategy Meeting on 5 February 2016. Cllor Pearson and Cllor Ballett had 
attended this meeting and gave a report on its content. 
  

15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Cllor Adams reported on the most recent Longdon Cotton Alms-houses meeting.  
There have been some issues with parking near to allotments.  
  

16. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) New External Audit Arrangements  

The current contracts for the external audit of parish and town councils runs out in 2017.  New 
arrangements have been designed to succeed the existing contract which, in Staffordshire, is held by Grant 
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Thornton LLP.  Audits were originally undertaken by the Audit Commission, which the government has now 
abolished   

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 requires that from 2017, smaller authorities appoint auditors 
through either a ‘sector led body’ or opt out of such arrangements and appoint auditors locally. The new 
body will be responsible for procuring audit services for smaller authorities – which is all parish and town 
councils and internal drainage boards with an income of less than £6.5m, and for the management of these 
audit contracts for a period of five years.  

The Smaller Authorities Regulations have enabled the establishment of a sector-led, collective procurement 
body to appoint auditors and manage audit contracts. This approach acknowledges both the benefits of 
collective procurement and the important fact that smaller authorities may not have the resources or 
capacity to individually appoint auditors locally. Audit of all smaller authorities remains mandatory and the 
creation of the body is aimed at easing the administrative burden, reducing costs and ensuring quality, 
while maintaining the opportunity for a local approach to auditor appointment.  

Those smaller authorities who wish to participate in the Sector Led Body do not need to do anything as all 
smaller authorities are automatically opted in to the new body and will have an auditor procured for them. 
The changes in arrangements from 2017 will not affect the Independent Internal Audit arrangements that 
are in place.  

Smaller authorities with a turnover of less than £25,000 will be exempt from having to submit an annual 
financial return, but will still need to have an auditor appointed in case there are questions from electors to 
be resolved. The Sector Led Body will be the first point of contact in such a case. 

Resolved: That from 2017, the external auditor should be appointed through the ‘Sector Led Body’. 
 
b) Application for Transparency Code Funding 

A number of SPCA Bulletins have reported on the availability of funding, from Government to help small 
parish councils meet new audit and transparency rules. The Code is mandatory and requires the online 
publication of key spending and governance information on the occasions specified in the Code.  

The fund is there to help those councils which have a turnover of less than £25,000 per annum to purchase 
requisite IT equipment and/or develop websites to ensure that they are transparent and accountable to 
their local communities.  

Funding is available for various costs relating to the setting up of a website incurred from April 2015.   

Resolved: That the Clerk looks into whether the website costs already incurred might be reimbursable 
through the Transparency funding.  
  
c) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 9 
February 2016).  The funds available are £5901.46. 

The HSBC account balance at 2 January 2016 (latest bank statement) is £5901.46 (all cheques presented).  

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
d) To consider options for re-siting or replacing the parish notice board 

Cllor Pearson had taken the notice board down following Mr Summerfield’s request to do so in preparation 
for the sale of the Tackeroo Club.   
 
Possibilities for the re-siting of the notice board will be investigated by Cllr Pearson.     
 

 Resolved: That Cllor Pearson investigates the possible options for relocating the parish notice board.  
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e) Cheques for Payment 

100083 
 

The White House 
 

£30.00 Use of room for meeting on 9 
February 2016 
 

100084 Staffordshire County Council  £125.00 Renewal of annual AONB 
Membership Nightjar 
Membership 
 

100085 Trudy Williams 534.68 Salary Nov & Dec 2015, Jan 2016 
£176.07 x 3. Postage £6.47 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. The remaining payments to be made in March 
(relating to the current financial year) will be approved retrospectively at the next meeting.  
 

17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Community Paths Initiative – Invitation to apply for the annual funding opportunity has not yet been 
received, but is expected soon.  
  
Cllor Cotton reported on a feature he had listened to on the radio that suggested that white lines should 
not be painted on the centre of roads as their absence supposedly improves road safety. It is argued that 
motorists focus more carefully on keeping to the left. 
 

18. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 12 April 2016 at the White House. The start time 
will be 7.30pm.  
 
The Annual Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 May 2016.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.10pm. 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


