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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL   

ON TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2014  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     P. Bishop 
       
  
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)  
 

  
 

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and reasons for absence accepted from Cllor Pearson, Cllor Mrs Turville and Cllor 
R. Turville. 
 

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 15 July 2014 were approved as a true record.  
 
The Chairman announced that Mrs Nancy Walker, a former Parish and District Councillor, and former 
Chairman of Brindley Heath Parish Council had sadly passed away. A minute’s silence was held in her 
memory and the Clerk was asked to send a condolence card to her daughter. 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No members of the public were present. 
  

4. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Concerns about emergency vehicles getting through traffic congestion at Horse Fair, Rugeley now that it is 
a single lane road – The Community Infrastructure Liaison Manager (Mark Keeling) has advised (in an email 
dated 31 July 2014) that trained drivers should manage the short section quite easily, especially now 
obstacles such as signals have been removed. He said that Rugeley benefits from a by-pass which is well 
under used so those vehicles not needing central Rugeley can use this.   

Mark provided the contact details of the engineer for the scheme, and an enquiry will be made to him 
about how emergency vehicle access has been incorporated into the new design of Horse Fair.   

Members commented that the nearby flats designated for senior citizens could not have been considered 
in the process. They also pointed out that the consultation period was very brief before work on the road 
started. 

 
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Cllor Adams reported that the Forestry Commission are starting a program of felling diseased Beech trees 
around the Chase. It has been fifteen years since the last round of felling and a number of defects have 
been identified. Members were asked to spread the word. 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 
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All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 
County Highways had invited the Parish Council to put jobs forward to the Community Highways Team who 
are in the Brindley Heath and Rugeley areas from 5 September 2014 for 5 days. It was commented that a 
shorter notice period had been given this time and holidays had made it difficult to forward suggestions in 
time. 
 
The Clerk was asked to report two dead trees situated on verges adjoining the highway in Kingsley Wood 
Road (opposite Fallow Lodge) and near Cemex Quarry entrance, Stafford Brook Road.  

 
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were highlighted:     

 Letter from Mr Taylor Secretary of the Hednesford Branch of Staffordshire Regimental Association 
(dated 4 August 2014) expressed thanks and gratitude for bestowing the Freedom of the Parish 
honour to the former Staffordshire Regimental mascot, Watchman and his handler.   

 Letter from Mr Alan White, Cabinet Member for Care, Staffordshire County Council (dated 8 August 
2014) – Supporting People Review.  

 Dangerous Parking Outside Schools – Invitation to contribute to a survey at: www.staffordshire-
pcc.gov.uk/school-parking 

 SPCA Weekly Bulletins (electronically forwarded to Members on email). Members were asked to 
request that items of interest be put on the agenda if further discussion is required.   

Resolved:  All correspondence was noted.   
 
c) Consultations 
Staffordshire County Council’s Libraries Consultation (open for 12 weeks from 16 July 2014) 
The Consultation announced by Mr Michael Lawrence, Cabinet member of Communities & Localism is still 
open. People can have their say at one of the drop in sessions being held (at every library that is proposed 
as a ‘library local’), on line at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/connectedlibraries, by email at 
connectedlibraries@staffordshire.gov.uk or social media. 
 
Cannock Chase Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Draft Charging Schedule & Regulations 123 
List Consultation 
A letter (dated 4 August 2014) from Anthony Lancaster, Planning Policy Manager at Cannock Chase Council 
provided information on the CIL Draft Charging Schedule and Consultation running from 8 August to 19 
September 2014. An invitation to a Briefing Event (held on 3 September 2014) had also been enclosed. No 
Parish Council representatives had attended the briefing.   
 
Stafford Borough Council’s Draft Statement of Community Involvement Consultation 
An email received on 27 July 2014 stated that this Consultation would be available to view and comment on 
between 28 July and 15 September 2014. The message (containing links) had been forwarded to Members 
electronically.  
 
Staffordshire Flood Risk Strategy 
This consultation closes on 30 September 2014. Information and a link were enclosed in the SPCA Weekly 
Bulletin dated 5 September 2014. 

Brindley Heath Parish is not an area that is at risk of flooding 
 
Resolved: To note all consultations. Members will respond individually where desired – no collective 
comments were formulated during the meeting. 

http://www.staffordshire-pcc.gov.uk/school-parking
http://www.staffordshire-pcc.gov.uk/school-parking
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/connectedlibraries
mailto:connectedlibraries@staffordshire.gov.uk
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7. ETCHING HILL VILLAGE HALL – NOMINATION TO MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

A letter has been received from the Secretary of Etching Hill Village Hall (dated 14 July 2014) asking the 
Parish Council to confirm or nominate the member representative who does/or will sit on the Committee 
of Etching Hill Village Hall in the year 2014/15. The representative must be prepared to accept the position 
of Trustee.  
 
The current representative Cllor Bishop had not been able to attend meetings due to other commitments 
and has decided to step aside from the role.   
 
Cllor Cotton volunteered to take over the position of Representative and Trustee for the remainder of the 
year (to May 2015). The enclosed form was signed (by Cllor Cotton & the Chairman) and handed to the 
Clerk for posting to Mrs Shaw (Secretary).  
 
Resolved: To appoint Cllor Cotton as Parish Council Representative and Trustee to Etching Hill Village Hall 
Management Committee for the year 2014-15.   
 

8. MANAGEMENT OF CANNOCK CHASE 
A discussion took place about the continued overuse of Cannock Chase and a number of points of concern 
were highlighted.  
 
The management and governance structure of the AONB requires that the AONB Parish Council Meetings 
feed into the Advisory Partnership. The representatives on this Partnership consists of stakeholders that 
have a financial interest in the Chase and therefore a desire to maximise the outdoor pursuits that are 
harmful and threatening the landscape environment. It was considered that the input of such 
representatives should not be taking precedence over parish councils, made up of elected members from 
the geographical area the Chase is situated in.  
 
The management structure does not appear to value local opinion and neighbouring residents are choosing 
to keep away from the area in their leisure time. Cannock Chase is overused and overcrowded with no plan 
to control the use of bikes and activities which are causing erosion and nuisance. The grounds around the 
Visitor Centre are similar to a fun fair at weekends and are full to bursting with visitors and their motor 
vehicles.  

 
Cllor Adams and Cllor Ballett attended a meeting with John Blount, Colwich Neighbourhood Plan Project 
Leader, and Cllor Paul Gilbert, Chairman of Colwich Parish Council to discuss Colwich Neighbourhood Plan. 
They found the meeting informative and valuable, especially in respect of sharing of views on the use and 
management of Cannock Chase. Their views were noted to be similar.  
 
In an email, Mr Blount had invited further comment to add to the notes he had made from the meeting (of 
which a copy had been circulated) and Cllor Adams advised that he would draft a reply to him. Cllor Adams 
also said he was considering a letter to the Cannock Chase AONB Unit about AONB management and 
governance.  

 
Resolved: To make enquiries with other parishes to explore who might be interested in working together 
on a brief that will secure improvements to environment friendly use of Cannock Chase.  
 
Cllor Adams said he would take on the task of finding out who might like to be involved.  
 

9. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

No planning applications had been received since the last meeting of the Parish Council. 



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        4 
 
 

              
 

 
b) New Planning Applications Received 
No new applications had been received. 

 
c) Planning Decisions Made by the District Council 

CH/14/0133 The Barn (rear of Westring), Stafford Brook Road 

Planning permission awarded on 24 June 2014 
 
CH/11/0395 Land West of Pye Green Road  

Planning permission awarded on 25 July 2014 
 

Other Updates: 

CH/13/0397 Larkholme, Shooting Butts Road 

The case was heard in Planning Committee on 28 May 2014. The application has been approved subject to 
the completion of a Deed of Release of Covenant under S.52 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971. 
The case officer has confirmed that the decision notice will be released when the legal work has been 
completed. The application will be subject to conditions contained in the Committee Report. 
 
CH/14/0132 Smallholding, Kingsley Wood Road 

This case has been recommended for refusal under delegated powers. However, if the applicant wishes to 
speak in their own favour the matter will be decided by Planning Control Committee.  

 
Resolved:  To note the planning decisions made by the District Council. 

 
10. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Forest Concerts – an email message had been forwarded to Mike Walker, Environmental Protection 
Manager on 1 July 2014 confirming in writing noise nuisance complaints made by residents (via telephone) 
during the Forest Concert events on 27 and 28 June 2014. Sound levels were considered to be over the set 
maximum, and timetables were not followed as set out.  
 
Mr Ness, Senior Environmental Health Officer, has supplied a Noise Monitoring Report which has concluded 
that noise levels and timings of the Concerts on both evenings were compliant with the code of practice 
and the premises licence conditions. 
 
The Chairman, Cllor Adams advised Members that noise readings were not taken from the location of 
Kingsley Wood Road/Penkridge Bank, and were only taken from the rear of The Pingle. On these evenings 
the wind was blowing south east, away from Slitting Mill. He believed that no residents had phoned the 
hotline because people don’t know the number which is not publicised in local papers etc. On previous 
occasions when the telephone number had been used, the phone rang out and was not manned by 
members of staff. 
 
It was stated that such noise levels should be measured and treated as noise pollution under Environmental 
Protection legislation rather than the code of practice and premises licence conditions. 
  
V-Fest at Weston Park – Noise levels did not cause disturbance this year.  
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A comment was made about a new concert event in Penkridge but very little information was known about 
it.  
 
Meeting with Quarry Manager – the Quarry Manager was not available when telephone contact was made 
(12 August 2014) asking if a meeting could be arranged with Parish Councillors. The Deputy Manager, Kevin 
Mellors suggested that an email request be made to the Manager. This had been done and a response is 
awaited. 

 
Tree felling activity on land sited on the corner of Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge Bank Road – 
information was included in the Clerks Report on enquiries made with the Tree and Landscape Protection 
Officer at Cannock Chase Council and his response (email dated 1 August 2014). 
 
Resolved:  Current issues in Chase Side ward were noted.  
 
b) Brindley Village 

No issues raised for this ward 
 
c) Cannock Chase and AONB – Underground Electricity Cabling Scheme 

No updates 
 

11. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS  
a) Community Forum Meetings – Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum on 9 September 2014 and 

Hednesford Community Forum on 17 September 2014.  
  

b) Invitation from Cllor Mark Winnington, Cabinet Member for Economy and Infrastructure, 
Staffordshire County Council to attend a briefing to discuss a new partnership with Amey 
Infrastructure + (to deliver highways and other infrastructure services). To take place on 25 
September 2014. 10am to 1pm.  
 
Trudy Williams has volunteered to attend this. 
 

c) AONB ‘Annual Members Lunch’ at Beaudesert Golf Club on the 26th of September at midday. 
Involves a presentation by Bob Barrett, a hot lunch and guided walk around the forest.  
 

d) Town and Parish Councils’ Standards Committee Meeting – 22 January 2015 and 2 March 2015 
(subject to there being business for discussion). For the attention of Cllor Turville & Cllor Pearson 
only 

 
12. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 Hednesford Community Forum on 1 July 2014 – Cllor Ballett attended this meeting. 

 Rioja Development’s Briefing on Mill green Retail Development at South Staffordshire College on 8 
September 2014 – Trudy Williams attended the meeting and gave a brief report on the points of 
discussion. 

 
13. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

No reports 
 

14. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council 
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A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report 9 
September 2014).  
  
The HSBC account balance at 2 September 2014 is £4623.16 (all cheques presented). 
 
The future repositioning/purchase of a new noticeboard was briefly discussed.  

 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 

b) Cheques for Payment 

100056 
 

The White House £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 9 
September 2014 
 

100057 Trudy Williams  
 

£379.56 Salary July & August £344.56 + 
ICO Data Protection Registration 
renewal £35.00 
 

    

    
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
15. SCHEDULE OF FUTURE MEETING DATES 

Resolved: To set the dates 21 October and 2 December 2014 (at 7.30pm) for future meetings. Further 
dates will be arranged at the December meeting. 
 

16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  
No items 
 

17. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 21 October 2014 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath at 7.30pm.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 8.55pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


