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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 12 APRIL 2016 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Ballett 
     A. Pearson 
     Ms S. Wilkes 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs M. A. Turville  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)   
  
 

 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor D. Cotton. 
 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

Police Community Support Officers, Thomas Sheldon and Rob Evans were welcomed to the meeting. They 
confirmed that there had been no policing issues in the area except for some stolen bikes at Birches Valley. 
The officers reported that PC Bradbury was now back working in Rugeley. They noted down the following 
points of concern from members: 
 

 Young male racers congregating at the track end of Kingsley Wood Road   

 Fly tipping at track end of Kingsley Wood Road  
Police were asked to patrol as often as possible. CCTV cameras are not thought to be used enough for 
their recordings of anti-social activity 

 On Friday and Saturday nights, motorbikes and cars are constantly driving around at speed (Penkridge 
Bank Road and by the Tackeroo) 

 Officers were asked to bring instructions for management of road closures for the Ironman event, to 
the next meeting (procedures for the day and phone contacts) 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

No members of the public were present     
 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Member   
None 
 

Interest 
 

Type 

Councillor Pearson did not wish to make comments on the planning applications under consideration at 
this meeting (relating to those being processed by Cannock Chase Council), as he is a member of the 
District Council’s Planning Control Committee. 
 

5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2016 were approved as a true record. 
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6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

None to report 
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman expressed concern about the upcoming Ironman event on 12 June 2016 in respect of 
inconvenience from road closures to local residents wishing to go about their everyday lives. He would like 
guidance on what people should do if they need to make arrangements to get in or out after 8.30am, and 
to know whether letters have been sent to people living on the route. 
 
Councillor Adams also mentioned that he had received a letter from Amanda Milling MP which made 
reference to towns/villages/areas within the Cannock Chase District, but did not include Brindley Heath.  
He has followed this point up with her. 

 
8. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
  
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

Community Paths Initiative – a letter dated 19 February 2016 from Paul Rochfort, Principal Rights of Way 
Officer (Staffordshire County Council), is inviting bids once again under the Community Paths Initiative for 
projects to improve the local rights of way network in the parish. The deadline for bids is 15 May 2016.  

Letter from Chief Executive at Staffordshire County Council – a letter dated 5 April 2016 from John 
Henderson, Chief Executive at Staffordshire County Council advises that from April 2016 the number of 
Neighbourhood Highways Team hours available to parishes and district councils will be reduced. Also the 
lengthsmen service will end in April 2017 and there are plans to explore the longer term future of the 
cyclical maintenance work programme.  

Over the next 12 months the County Council will be working with parish councils (and all partners) to see 
how community involvement can be increased. Apart from meeting its budget challenges it is looking to 
devolve power from the centre, to towns, villages and communities in an attempt to design the best local 
solutions.  

SPCA Weekly Bulletins – a petition calling for parish councils to have the right to appeal planning decision 
was noted. Information on this item had come through from a number of different sources. Secondly, 
information has been supplied about how CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) are able to support 
the work of parish councils. 

Resolved:  The Information in the correspondence was noted.    

c) Consultations 

Healthwatch Consultation – Staffordshire County Council and Stoke-on-Trent City Council are 
recommissioning their Healthwatch services from 1 April 2017 (email received on 4 March 2016).  
 
Healthwatch is an independent consumer champion for people who use health and social care services. Its 
job is to ensure that local voices are heard and that people’s views and experiences are used to improve 
existing services and to help shape future services. Where concerns and problems about care services have 
been identified, it will ensure that the right people know and check that action is taken to resolve them and 
prevent reoccurrences.  
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There are two surveys, one for the public and another for organisations to complete. Further information is 
available on the Healthwatch website and the closing date is 8 May 2016. 
 
Resolved: To note the consultation and respond to it on an individual basis where desired. 
 

9. PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
Cllor Pearson reported that, after investigation, there was not a spare defibrillator being held at 
Hednesford Town Council that could be put to good use in Brindley Heath.  
 
Cllor Ms Wilkes reported that she was able to obtain a defibrillator cabinet for the highly reduced value of 
£100.  
 
In an email dated 11 February 2016 from Keith Dawson (West Midlands Ambulance Service) two routes 
were outlined for the parish council to acquire a Public Access Defibrillator: purchase through the charity 
AEDdonate, or purchase items of equipment individually and outright.  
 
The costings for individual items are: iPad SP1 £1100 including VAT, AEDdonate cabinet £525 including VAT, 
backing board £37.50, Installation £270 including VAT (Alternative units are: iPad NF1200 (simplified 
version) - £749.99 including VAT, Physio Control CRPlus - £950 Including VAT). 
 
If the Parish Council does not wish to have ownership and be responsible for spares, maintenance, 
insurance etc. a donation of £1999 to AEDdonate will provide the supply and installation of all items with 
no additional or future costs.  
   
Resolved: To favour the AEDdonate option for the supply, installation and future maintenance of a public 
access defibrillator (with no other costs) to be installed on the White House premises, and that an 
application for a grant be submitted to Councillor Martin’s Community Fund.  
 

10. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 
a) Sporting events enquiry to Councillor Mark Winnington (Cabinet Member for Economy, 

Environmental and Transport)   

An email response from Cllor Winnington (dated 9 March 2016), to the Parish Council’s enquiry (dated 12 
January 2016) raising concerns about the number of sporting events taking place in Brindley Heath and the 
problems encountered by residents, was noted.  The roads will be closed for the Ironman event on 12 June 
2016 from 8.30am to 2.30pm and it was questioned how people (who need it) will be able to receive health 
and social care services, and how those who work on Sundays will be able to leave their homes.    

 
Resolved: To note the email response from Cllor Winnington but to write to him again asking for specific 
details about the procedure for dealing with road closures at the Ironman Event.   
 
b) Sustainable Development Fund – AONB Team invitation to apply for a grant 

A pot of money is available for community groups to develop projects that focus on Cannock Chase Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The Cannock Chase AONB Partnership may be able to fund projects up 
to the value of £2000. Applications will be assessed against criteria that includes whether projects conserve 
or enhance the natural beauty of Cannock Chase AONB sites, whether they are sustainable, if they involve 
local communities, and more. The final date for applications is 22 April 2016. 
 
Resolved: To note the availability of grant funding (Brindley Heath Parish Council don’t have volunteers 
that could assist in carrying the work out).  

 
11. PLANNING 



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        4 
 
 

              
 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 
 
CH/16/017 3 Sheepwash row, Slitting Mill Road – rear single storey extension.  
 
Letter sent to the District Council on 22 February 2016 stating no objections. 
 
CH/16/101 Fallow Park, Rugeley Road – non material amendment to planning permission CH/13/0303 for 
the substitution of house type to plot 11. 
 
 Letter sent to the District Council on 5 April 2016 stating no objections. 

 
Resolved: To confirm that no objections are raised in response to the planning proposals above.   

 
b) New Planning Applications Received  

CH/16/118 Hickory House, Penkridge Bank Road – single storey side and rear extension. 
 
Members had no objections to this proposal. 
 
CH.16/03/709 M Rugeley Quarry – Soil Blending Plant. Notice has been received that a planning 
application proposing the installation of a soil blending plant has been submitted to Staffordshire County 
Council. The application is in the process of being validated and the consultation period is not yet open. 
 
Cllor Adams explained the content of a meeting he had attended with Cllor Cotton, quarry managers and 
Paul Taylor of PT-CE Ltd (Waste Management, Planning and Environmental Consultants). PT-CE Ltd are the 
agents of Freeland Horticulture Ltd. The details of the proposal were discussed at length and appeared to 
be closely aligned with the operational activity one could expect at a quarry. There may be a small increase 
in HGV vehicle movements. It was acknowledged that there are HGV vehicles using Stafford Brook Road as 
a route to a destination that is not connected with Rugeley Quarry.   
 
It had been agreed that the planning proposal would be published on the Parish Council’s website. The 
purpose of this is to publicise the proposal, make the documentation easily accessible to local residents and 
to give an opportunity for local people to make their comments and objections.    
 
A local resident who acted as a representative in relation to the sand blending plant had been informed (by 
the Clerk) so that word may be spread (particularly to people who attended the Parish Council’s meeting in 
July 2015). 

 
Resolved: To raise no objections to planning application CH/16/118 and to consider CH.16/03/709 M, for a 
soil blending plant at Rugeley Quarry when formal notice has been received from Staffordshire County 
Council.       
   
c) Planning Decisions made by the District Council 

CH/16/017 3 Sheepwash row, Slitting Mill Road   
Application approved on 24 March 2016. 

 
Resolved: The planning decision was noted.  
 
d) Other Planning Related Matters 

Application to Caravan Club for a Certificated Licence 
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A local resident (living just outside of the parish) contacted the parish council on 15 February 2016 to ask 
for support with this planning issue. An application had been made to the Caravan Club by the owner of 
land off Shooting Butts Road, which adjoins a number of back gardens in Stonehouse Road. After 
establishing that an application for a certificated location falls within the realms of permitted development 
(in planning terms) a letter was forwarded by the Parish Council to the Caravan Club (on 29 February 2016) 
asking that relevant concerns relating to planning application CH/15/0178 are noted before a decision is 
made. The Club was also asked to consult the Private Sector Housing Section of Cannock Chase Council for 
comments and recommendations.  

 
On 9 March 2016 the Caravan Club advised the Parish Council that after giving the matter careful 
consideration, a decision had been made not to grant a Certificate.     

 
Accumulation of Debris at Oak Tree Farm, Sheepwash Row 
This site is not authorised for the storage of the large quantities of waste that have been accumulating 
there. The debris is thought to be poor quality wood.   
 
Staffordshire County Council has confirmed that the site is operating without suitable planning permission. 

The options have been explained to the owner which are that the development either needs to be removed 

or regularised. A ‘Temporary Stop Notice’ was served on 1 April 2016 whilst an appropriate course of action 

is being considered.    

The Environment Agency has contacted both the landowner and the site operator to acknowledge their 
concerns. The operator previously registered two waste exemptions, one of which allows them to store and 
treat certain types of wood waste subject to various conditions. Previous inspections of the site have 
confirmed the operator is in breach of these conditions and the Environment Agency are looking to take 
enforcement action against the operator also. Members of the public should report their concerns to the 
Environment Agency at their Incident Communication Service on 0800 807060. 

 
David Pritchard, Pollution Control Officer at Cannock Chase Council is liaising with Staffordshire County 
Council and the Environment Agency – who are taking the lead on enforcement concurrently (in respect of 
planning and environmental protection). 

 
The Parish Council has advised the Environment Agency that it is concerned about the visual and 
environmental impact the waste tip is having, particularly as it is located within both Cannock Chase Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Green Belt. Contact has also been made with the Senior Regulation 
Officer at Staffordshire County Council to express concern.  
 
A copy letter has been received from Brereton and Ravenhill Parish Council (dated 7 April 2016) who have 
written to the Planning Department at Staffordshire County Council asking for urgent measures to be taken 
to ensure cessation of the unauthorized use.   
 
Resolved: To note the information. 

 
12. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Parking on Verges in Kingsley Wood Road 
The Community Highway Liaison Officer has written to some residents to ask them to refrain from parking 
on the grass verge opposite the semi-detached houses in Kingsley Wood Road. However, she has advised 
that she has few powers available to her to stop the parking if residents do not co-operate voluntarily 
(where vehicles are taxed and insured).  
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Rubbish along Penkridge Bank Road 
Litter along the verges of Broadhurst Green Road (from Pottal Pool island to Penkridge Bank Road) will be 
reported to the Community Highways Liaison Officer in the hope that the Neighbourhood Highway Team 
will remove it.  
 
Andy Coggins, Recreation Manager at the Forestry Commission has advised that he would arrange a litter 
pick to tidy the verges/land adjoining Penkridge Bank Road, near the Forest Centre.  
 
Fly-tipping in Kingsley Wood Road (track side) 
This matter will be reported to Cannock Chase Council 
 
Power Interruptions  
It was agreed that a message be forwarded to the Area Manager of Western Power Distribution (via 
Mandy) to advise that Rugeley Quarry would not object if Western Power wanted to undertake a branch 
cutting exercise to trees that are very close to power lines on quarry land.   
 
Flooding on Marquis Drive 
This defect, which is causing water pooling on Marquis Drive (near the junction with Penkridge Bank Road) 
has been reported to the Highways Department (report reference 403881). 
 
Hednesford Raceway Event on 17 January 2016 (Civil War North V South)  
The Senior Environmental Health Officer at Cannock Chase Council (Mr Ness) has advised (in an email dated 
6 April 2016) that enquiries have been made with the Race Director and officials and Marshalls on the day 
of the event about excessive noise. They advised that there were no black flags given and no specific 
incidents identified as being particularly noisy. No further information on the event has been offered.  
 
Mr Ness has been asked if he would follow up the matter with the Property Services Manager about adding 
additional conditions to the lease for tree planting to screen noise (the noise is most overbearing at 
Penkridge Bank when there is low cloud and a southerly wind).   
 
Sharp bend on Stafford Brook Road 
The lines have been painted on the road at the bend and ‘slow’ signs have been installed on its approach 
from both directions.   

 
b) Brindley Village 

No items discussed.  
 
13. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 

The following invitation was noted:  

Police and Crime Commissioners Election Forums on Tuesday 19 April 2016 at Coniston Hall, Cannock 
(7.30pm) and on Wednesday 27 April 2016 at Rising Brook Baptist Church, Stafford (7.30pm). 
 
Resolved: Forthcoming events were noted. 

 
14. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Etching Hill Meeting – Cllor Adams advised that the group were hoping to apply for a grant from Tesco.  
  

15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
No reports  
  

16. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
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a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
12 April 2016).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the council (£5211.78) and 
with authorisation of a payment of £470.78, the year-end balance will be £4741.00.    

Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
 

b) To authorise retrospectively cheques for payment for financial year 2015-16 

100086 
 

Trudy Williams 
 

£100.00 Reimbursement for costs of 
printing and paper for financial 
year 2015-16 
 

100086 Trudy Williams £352.14 Salary February and March 2016 
 

100086 Trudy Williams £17.64 Postage (24 stamps and weighed 
items) 

100086 Trudy Williams £1.00 Stationery (envelopes) 

 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed.  
 

c) To authorise cheques for payment for financial year 2016-17 

100087 
 

The White House 
 

£25.00 Use of room for meeting on 12 
April 2016 
 

100088 Staffordshire Parish Councils’ 
Association 

£245.00 Subscription for 2016-17 
 

 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
  
d) Approve the Accounts for Financial Year 2015-16 

A copy of the year end Cash Book, Bank Reconciliation, Variances Sheet and Budget and Spend sheet was 
issued to all members. The figures were briefly explained by the Clerk. There is a small increase in the value 
of the reserves carried forward to the new financial year (total reserved being £4741.00 at 31 March 2016).  

Resolved: To approve the accounts for the financial year 2015-16 
 
e) To Approve the Annual Return for the year end 31 March 2016 

Resolved: To approve the following sections of the Annual Return for the year end 31 March 2016:  

Section 1 (Annual governance Statement) 

Section 2 (Accounting statements) 

Sections 1 and 2 were signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 
 
f) Application for Transparency Code Funding 

Government funding is available to help small parish councils with a turnover of less than £25,000 per 
annum to meet the new audit and transparency rules. An attempt had been made at filling in the 
application form but difficulty was encountered in using the electronic form and the deadline for 
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applications was close. The fund is available for the new financial year 2016-17 and another attempt will be 
made to complete the process.    

Resolved: That the Clerk continues looking at the possibility for reimbursement of website costs through 
the Transparency funding.  
  
g) To Consider Options for Re-siting of the Parish Notice Board 

Cllor Pearson is holding on to the notice board until it is appropriate to make enquiries about its 
repositioning.     
 

 Resolved: That Cllor Pearson investigates the possible options for relocating the parish notice board.  
 
17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

CPRE Membership 
 

18. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting which will be 
held on Tuesday 24 May 2016 at the White House. The start time will be 7.00pm.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.00pm. 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


