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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING   

HELD ON TUESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2017 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.00PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     Ms. S. Wilkes 

A. Pearson 
           

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Sean Cooper, Rugeley & District Community First 

Responder (for defibrillator talk) 
 Leigh Paul, Rugeley & District Community First Responder 

(for defibrillator talk) 
 Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
 
  
Talk on the work of the Community First Responder and use of a defibrillator 
 
Prior to the start of the agenda, Sean and Leigh, gave a talk on emergency first aid and the work they do as 
Community First Responders. They provided a demonstration on use of a defibrillator, which is assisting 
members of the community with no formal medical training, to save lives.   
 
Rugeley and District Community First Responders is a local registered charity set up in 2007 to provide 
emergency and first aid services throughout the Rugeley and Cannock Chase area. The team members work 
for the community on behalf of West Midlands Ambulance Service who provide radio contact and training. 
The team has attended 7600 jobs over a period of ten years. They also regularly visit schools to give talks to 
children as part of an awareness/educational program.  
 
Funding has been obtained from Lottery Grant and Rugeley Town Council (which donated £5000). A second 
Lottery Grant has enabled the purchase of a new Ford Focus. Other donations have been made from the 
Postcode Lottery as well as local pubs, groups and organisations. No money is received from the NHS 
except for supporting the maintenance of the car and some mileage.  
 

The locations of automated external defibrillators (AED) are logged by Ambulance Control and anyone 
calling to report a cardiac arrest within a 200-metre radius of the cabinet will be directed to it by the 
Ambulance Operator, advising on accessing the device and giving instructions on its use.  
 
New locations in the parish for additional defibrillators were considered and it was suggested that an ideal 
location would be the telephone box sited at the junction of Stafford Brook Road and Kingsley Wood Road. 
It was agreed that this could be the next project. Concern was raised about the absence of an AED on the 
site of Birches Valley Forest Centre.  

 
At the end of the talk and demonstration, the Chairman thanked Sean and Leigh for joining members to 
share their knowledge and experiences, before they left the meeting. 
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1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllor R. Turville, Cllor Mrs Turville and Cllor Miss Wilkins  

 
2. POLICE REPORTS 

No Police Officers were in attendance.    
   
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

No members of the public were present.  
 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

To declare interests for this meeting: 

Member   

Cllor A. Pearson 

Cllor P. Adams 

Interest 

Member of District Planning Committee 

Trustee of Etching Hill Charity 

Type 

Personal 

Personal 

5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the Meeting held on 12 September 2017 were approved as a true record. 
 

6. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
None 
 

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None 

 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

SPCA Bulletins: no specific items to note 

Hednesford Neighbourhood Plan: The consultation period ended on 30 October 2017 

Highways and Rights of Way – Your Choices Website:  A letter (dated 16 October 2017) issued by the office 
of Gill Heath, County Councillor for Staffordshire Moorlands – Leek Rural, Cabinet Member for 
Communities was noted.  

Staffordshire County Council, the Staffordshire Parish Council’s Association and representatives of local 
councils across Staffordshire have been working to establish a new website to provide a new resource for 
local councils. It is based on self-help, featuring information that local councils will need to explore their 
options around getting more involved in local environmental tasks.  

The website also contains all the information local councils need to consider before making a response to 
the county council’s Rights of Way consultation which runs to 25 December 2017. 

Brindley Village, a Legacy of the Great War: The newly formed Brindley Village Legacy Group has recently 
been awarded a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to stage an exhibition and produce an archive. The 
exhibition will take place from mid-August to mid-October 2018 at the museum of Cannock Chase. 

Resolved: To note the information.  
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•  
c) Consultations 

South Staffordshire Local Plan: Submission of Site Allocations Document (SAD) 
Emails (dated 19 September 2017 and 10 October 2017) gave notice of this consultation and information 
about inspector hearing sessions which form part of the examination.  
 
Local Plan Consultation from Stafford Borough Council 
An email (dated 2 October 2017) gives notice of three consultations being launched by Stafford Borough 
Council on: Call for Sites (new developments including the Brownfield Land Register), Call for Sites (Local 
Green Space) and Draft Supplementary Planning Documents – Consultation. 
 
The Call for Sites exercise (new development and green spaces) ends on 8 January 2018. The final date for 
comments on the Draft Supplementary Planning Documents was 13 November 2017. 
 
West Midlands Rail Consultation 
An email (dated 11 October 2017) advises that West Midlands Rail now has a live survey as part of the 
ongoing work on the Chase Line Station Alliance project. Comments are invited, and a request made to 
circulate to interested parties. 
 
Cannock Chase Corporate Plan 
An email (dated 21 October 2017) advises that Cannock Chase Corporate Plan is due to be published in 
spring 2018 and will set out the Council’s priorities for the future. It is proposed that priorities for 2018-
2021 are Promoting Prosperity and Community Wellbeing. Comments are invited on what these priorities 
mean to us, and what people’s vision for Cannock Chase district involves. 
 
Resolved: The consultations were noted, and comments would be made individually by members where 
desired.   

 
9. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: 

No planning consultations have been considered since the last parish meeting. 
 

b) New Planning Applications Received  

No planning applications have been received 
 

c) Planning Decisions made by Cannock Chase Council and Staffordshire County Council  

CH/17/128 Stafford Brook Stables – approved with conditions on 24 July 2017 
 
d) Update on planning enquiry made to Cannock Chase Council   

The Parish Council had previously received details of an anonymous letter from someone who is concerned 
that building work is taking place without planning permission at the rear of a property in Kingsley Wood 
Road, Rugeley.  
 
The Enforcement Officer from Cannock Chase Council has been asked to investigate, and his findings were 
shared.  
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Reports were given on two other planning matters involving the development of land and need for 
planning permission. It was agreed that enquiries should be made to the Planning Department for 
clarification. 

Resolved: To note the information provided by the Enforcement Officer and to make further enquiries 
about the requirement for planning permission in the cases outlined.  
 

10. CANNOCK CHASE FOREST 

Habitat Options Enviro Report – An electronic report from the Environmental Advice Manager at 
Staffordshire County Council, had previously been circulated. It had been put together from the workshop 
held in September to discuss habitat management options for Cannock Chase Country Park and Bevin’s 
Birches area. 

Councillor Pearson reported on a meeting he had attended where animals (cattle & sheep etc) were being 
brought in to occupy land on Cannock Chase. Cables would be undergrounded and fencing erected 
adjacent to roads.  

Councillor Adams commented on arrangements between Cemex and the Bird Club in respect of 
preparations for the Bird Club to lease adjoining land to Rugeley Quarry. 

AONB Update – an update on the work of the AONB was noted in relation to the Armistice 
Commemoration Service and Support to animals and volunteer tasks. Information was also given about 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust’s programme of practical conservation tasks on the Connecting Cannock Chase 
Project. 

IRONMAN Competition – IRONMAN 70.3 will stay in the county for a further three years and will be back 
on 10 June 2018.  The Sportshire Coordinator has confirmed that Staffordshire County Council is currently 
in the process of agreeing the route for 2018 and will be contacting parishes once this task is complete.   

Resolved: To note the information.  
 

11. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Road Safety issues from lorries attending Rugeley Quarry – a report has been made to the Development 
Planner about dangerous driving of contractor lorries and others. The most serious incident involved a lorry 
driving from the direction of Bower Lane across the bend and into the quarry without breaking or giving 
way. A collision with an approaching car was avoided only narrowly.   
 
The Development Planner has confirmed that as the incidents have involved the point at which the site 
access joins the public highway, the signage and road markings on the access road would be reviewed and 
improved if necessary. The Quarry Manager has also issued an email to hauliers working on behalf of 
Cemex, Rugeley, to ask them to drive carefully and watch their speed. 
 
Members confirmed that they did not wish to accept the invitation from Cemex to visit the quarry to view 
the work recently undertaken to clear a pathway under the ‘Lend a Hand’ scheme. 

 
Woodland Weddings – Councillor Adams has spoken to the Director of the weddings business and 
expressed that he would like events to be finished at midnight rather than 1am. He would also like the 
numbers of weddings to be restricted to a maximum of four a year.  A request was made for the comments 
to be forwarded to the Licensing Section of Cannock Chase Council. 
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Gunshot fire heard locally – Councillor Cotton advised that twenty + shots had been heard in the vicinity of 
Kingsley Wood Road on two previous Friday evenings. Assumptions are made that this came from potential 
poachers in the area. It was agreed that the Police would be notified of the gun fire incidents via the 
Contact Citizen Record system.  
 
Stafford Brook Road – surface water is accumulating on the road by the bridge (where repair works have 
previously been completed by Staffordshire County Council). The cause could be blocked drains as a result 
of silt from the quarry. 

 
Marquis Drive Flooding – this matter is ongoing 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No report 
 

12. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 
The following invitations to meetings were noted:  

• Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner Online Fraud Conference on Wednesday 29 November 
2017 

 

• 78th Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association AGM on 4 December 2017.  
 
Resolved: To note the details of the events.    

 
13. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Councillor Pearson reported on the Slitting Mill Village Hall Committee. 
 
Councillor Adams reported on meetings held by Friends of Etching Hill, the Allotments Committee and 
Longdon Cotton Alms-houses. A new application for grant aid is planned through Tesco’s ‘Bags of Help’ 
community grant scheme.   
 

14. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Councillor Pearson reported on progress with preparations for Hednesford Neighbourhood plan. 
  

15. LAPEL BADGES 
It was reported that the design of the badge would be refined, and the size of the Staffordshire Knot 
reduced. The final designs would be brought to a future meeting.  

Resolved: That the bespoke design would be refined in preparation for a future meeting.  

Permission to use the Staffordshire Knot emblem would need to be obtained from Lord Stafford.    
   

16. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Financial Position of the Council  

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report dated 
14 November 2017).  The budget statement shows the current financial position of the council which has 
reserves of £10,358.55.   
 
Resolved: To note the financial position of the Council. 
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b) To authorise cheques for payment 

100124 
 

The White House 
 

£25.00 Use of room on 14 November 
2017 
 

100125 Trudy Williams £214.27 Squarespace subscription 
(£176.06) & five-year renewal of 
domain name (£38.21) 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed. 
 
c) Budget and Precept for the year 2018-19 

 A proposed budget for the financial year 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019 was distributed. 
 
Resolved: To defer the matter to the next meeting of the Council. 
 

17. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Precept for 2018-19 

 
18. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that meetings of the parish council would be held on 16 January and 20 March 2018. 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 16 January 2018 at 7.30pm at the White 
House, Marquis Drive, Brindley Heath.   

 
The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked all present for their attendance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 
Date…………………………………………………… 


