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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY 15 JANUARY 2013  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     A. Pearson 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs. A. Turville      

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mr. D. Ballett (Member of the Public) 
       Mr. P. Bishop (Member of the Public) 
       Mrs. T. Williams (Clerk) 
 

 
 
For the half hour prior to the start of the meeting, the applicants for the vacant office of Councillor (Mr 
Bishop and Mr Ballett) were interviewed individually. They were invited to give a short presentation about 
their life and background, the nature of their interests in the Parish and reasons for wishing to take on the 
role. The gentlemen also answered a number of questions from Members.   

 
1. APOLOGIES      

Apologies were made and accepted on behalf of Cllor Wilkes who has been unwell over recent months.   
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2012 were approved as a true record.  
 

3. UPDATES FROM THE MINUTES 

 It was confirmed by the Chairman that the derelict land situated on the corner of Taylors Lane and 
Bow Street, Rugeley had been cleared. It is hoped that something will be done with the site in the 
near future.      

 

 A letter has been drafted for both Duncan Rollo and County Highways with requests for the 
following actions, needed to secure improvements to road safety within the Parish:  

 
o For a speed limit of 40mph to be imposed throughout the AONB;  
o For no overtaking lines to be installed on Penkridge Bank Road (at an effective distance) from 

the junction with Stafford Brook Road. The scenario’s involving inappropriate overtaking (the 
cause of a number of near collisions) have been described on drawings prepared by Cllor Cotton 
which will be enclosed with the letters. 

 

 Local residents are still experiencing problems with mini/midi motorbikes being ridden around 
disused quarry land. A report will be made to PC Michelle Denny who has been investigating the 
issue. 

 

 On a number of occasions, unknown people have parked up in motor vehicles along the unsurfaced 
section of Kingsley Wood Road for the purpose of engaging in drinking sessions. This is causing both 
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noise nuisance and environmental harm because large numbers of empty cider bottles are being 
discarded onto surrounding land.  

 
A report will be made to PC Michelle Denny who may be able to arrange regular monitoring of the 
site. Also Environmental Health will be contacted to ask whether the CCTV camera (situated on 
County Council land) could be repositioned, and for the large numbers of empty cider bottles to be 
cleared away.  
 

 An enquiry has been referred to County Planning (letter dated 10 January 2013) about application 
CH.93/552 – Extension of time for infilling and restoring a northern portion of Hednesford Quarry, 
A460 Rugeley Road (1994) and the reasons the entrance was not restored after the quarry’s closure. 
Officers are also asked to take action to enforce non-compliance of the planning condition still 
outstanding.   
 
A response to an enquiry made to Mark Keeling (Community Infrastructure Liaison Manager) is 
awaited. Mark has confirmed that he will be looking at possible solutions to the misuse of the quarry 
entrance and is positive about achieving a resolution to the problems.    

 
Cllor Pearson advised that he would in the meantime continue with his enquiries.  

 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No report. 
 
5. CASUAL VACANCY 

It was declared that two written applications had been received for the office of Councillor and the 
candidates were Mr. Philip Bishop and Mr. David Ballett. Both had been given an opportunity to support 
their applications with a short presentation prior to the start of the meeting and Members had been able to 
ask questions. Both candidates confirmed that they were able to meet all eligibility criteria. 

It was agreed that the standing order requiring vote by show of hands, be temporarily suspended (for this 
item) in favour of a vote by ballot.  A voting slip was issued and then handed back to the Clerk after each of 
the five Members had marked a cross against their candidate of choice.   
 
The result of the vote was announced as follows:  
Mr P. Bishop – 3 votes  
Mr D. Ballett – 2 votes  
 
Mr. Bishop was invited to join the Council and Mr. Ballett was commiserated on a close run contest. 

Mr Bishop accepted the invitation and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was returned to 
the Clerk for placing on Council records.  
 
A copy of the Council’s Code of Conduct, Good Councillors Guide, Disclosable Pecuniary Interests form, and 
Register of Members Interests form (both forms for completion within 28 days) were also issued to Mr 
Bishop. 
  
Resolved: To appoint Mr Philip Bishop to the office of Parish Councillor (Brindley Village Ward). 
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
The following items of incoming post were raised:  

 Best Kept Village Competition 2013 – Formal invitation from John Perry (Chairman of the BKV 
Working Group) dated January 2013.   



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        3 
 
 

              
 

 Invitation from the Chairman of Cannock Chase Council, Cllor Bob Todd, and his consort Cllor Mrs 
Todd, to a Scottish themed evening on 15 March 2013 (7pm to 12pm, Ballroom, Civic Centre, 
Cannock). The invitation was noted. 

 Staffordshire County Council’s Local Bus Services – The County Council is reviewing the provision of 
local bus services in the Cannock area and Anne Holt (Support Officer, Networks) is seeking views on 
future service needs.   

A discussion took place and it was agreed that a cross Chase bus service should be reinstated. The 
Chairman said that he would identify the stops/route for a suitable service (which had been used 
before from Bradbury Lane, Hednesford to Rugeley) 

 NHS 111 Service – A series of events are taking place about a new NHS service for people needing 
urgent medical help or advice where it is not a life threatening 999 emergency situation.  

The events locally will be held on Tuesday 12 February 2013 at Avon Business & Leisure Centre, 
Cannock (5.30 -7.30pm) and Thursday 21 February 2013 at Beacon Building, Staffordshire University, 
Stafford (5.30 to 7.30pm) 

 Cllor Pearson informed Members that the AONB Team were looking for volunteers to man Milford 
Hut 
 

Resolved: All items of correspondence were noted.   
 

7. PLANNING 
No new planning applications and planning decisions have been received. 
 

8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No issues were raised.    

 
9. FINANCE 

a) Setting of the Budget and Precept for Financial Year 2013-14 

Members were provided with a copy of the cash book, bank reconciliation, analysis sheet and draft budget 
prior to the meeting.  

The changes to the tax base calculation as a result of the Local Council Tax Support Scheme were very briefly 
outlined. The national Council Tax benefit system will end in April 2013 with the introduction of a Local 
Council Tax Support Scheme (individual to each billing authority). The new scheme will receive 10% less 
government funding.  

Changes to the formula by which principal authorities are compensated for loss of council tax income was 
expected to result in serious detrimental effects on parish councils (through a lower tax base). The 
Department for Communities and Local Government said it would introduce a mechanism to protect parish 
councils (through a notional tax base) but then decided not to proceed and instead required principal 
authorities to apply their discretion to pass on an element of their compensatory funding. The compensatory 
funding is being granted as a reduction to council tax bills, and not to Council Tax benefit claimants. Bob 
Kean (Head of Finance at Cannock Chase Council) has advised that the new local scheme has been designed 
in a way which will protect the impact on parishes and hoped that any variation would be covered by 
government grant. However, the recommended figures for Local Council Tax Support are still to be approved 
by Council on 23 January 2013. 
 
Resolved:   

 To make the following budget amendments:  

Chairman’s Allowance – reduction from £250 to £125 



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        4 
 
 

              
 

Charity Donations – reduction from £200 to £100 
Training – increase to £225 (£200 last year)  
Website Design & Hosting would be a new budget with a value of £200 

Election Costs - £2000 from general reserves to be allocated to Election Costs (for the Ordinary 
Elections in 2015 and as a safeguard against the risk of a by-election which although unlikely, could 
occur at any time).  

 

 To set the precept at £3900 for the financial year 2013-14, subject to District Council approval of the 
recommended figures (provided in an email dated 15 January 2013) where the annual householder 
charge was envisaged to be £15.29 for a band D home.  

  
b) Cheques for Payment 

100022 
 

The White House 
 

   £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 15 
January 2013 
 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 
 
10. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

None 
 

11. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 19 March 2013 at The White House, Marquis Drive, 
Brindley Heath. The start time will be 7.30pm. It also was agreed that the Annual Meeting and Annual Parish 
Meeting would be held on 7 May 2013. 
 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 
 
 

 
Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


