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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL   

ON TUESDAY 15 JULY 2014  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.00PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     P. Bishop 
     Mrs M.A. Turville 
     R. Turville 
     A. Pearson  
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs J. Gray  
       Mrs J. Cotton (present until the end of item 3)  

WO2 Greg Hedges & Cpl Watchman V 

Five members of Staffordshire Regimental Association 
(Hednesford Branch) including Mr Gordon Taylor – 
Chairman, and Mr John Pyke – President  

(All were present until the end of item 1) 

       Mrs. T. Williams (Clerk) 
 

  
 
1. HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE PARISH – PRESENTATION OF FREEDOM SCROLL 

The Chairman welcomed WO2 Greg Hedges, Cpl Watchman V and other attendants to the meeting.  
 
Cllor Adams acknowledged the value of Watchman and Watchman’s handlers’ historic role and service to 
the Staffordshire Regiment in representing all the fighting men and women of Brindley Heath and 
Staffordshire. He declared that the Council had unanimously agreed (at a Special Meeting of the Council on 
6 May 2014) to confer Honorary Freedom of the Parish of Brindley Heath, and in recognition of this, 
presented WO2 Greg Hedges and Watchman V with a Freedom scroll. 
 
Greg responded by thanking the Chairman and Council for the honour, which he was delighted to receive. 
He said that he would be displaying the Freedom Scroll in the Regimental Museum where it can be viewed 
by members of the public. He gave a short speech with historic background information about Watchman, 
his handlers and the Staffordshire and Mercian Regiments.  
 
Greg welcomed support of the armed forces and is grateful for all assistance that local councils are able to 
offer in preserving fading military heritage. He also strongly encourages support for the new county 
Regiment, the 1st and 2nd battalions of the Mercian Regiment, which now contain all our local men and 
women.   
 
The meeting was adjourned for refreshments (approximately 45 minutes). 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
None 
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3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the Special Meeting and Annual Meeting held on 6 May 2014 were approved as a 
true record.  

 
4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Jacqui Gray (local resident) thanked Members of the Council for their support with the Aldene planning 
application and for including her concerns in the consultation responses (3 in total) forwarded to the 
District Council. Planning approval for the development has been awarded but Jacqui is pleased that the 
many issues raised have been taken account of, and many are addressed in the planning conditions.  She 
also expressed how helpful Mazer Aqbal, Development Control Manager and Claire Faulkner, Planning 
Officer, had been. Jacqui was unable to speak at the Planning Control Committee and Mr Aqbal read out all 
of her concerns to ensure that Members were fully aware of them.  
 
Jacqui is aware of the Party Wall etc. Act 1996 which provides a framework for preventing and resolving 
disputes in relation to party wall, boundary walls and excavations near neighbouring buildings. It is hoped 
this legislation will assist her in dealing with any issues relating to the unstable chimney at Harral.  She was 
advised to consult a solicitor/surveyor if necessary.  
 
There has been no activity in terms of cutting trees and vegetation on the land sited at the corner of 
Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge Bank Road. An eye is being kept on it, and members suggested that 
Jacqui maintains contact with the tree officer at Cannock Chase Council. 

 
5. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Chairman reported that a meeting had been arranged with John Blount (Colwich Neighbourhood Plan 
Project Leader) and Cllor Paul Gilbert (Chairman of Colwich Parish Council) to discuss Colwich 
Neighbourhood Plan on 18 July 2014. Cllor Adams and Cllor Ballett would be attending. 

 
6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No report 
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 
b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

 Mill Green Shopping Development – the proposed shopping development was noted from an email 
message and press release received from Bob Keys of Rioja Developments. Mr Keys had offered to 
meet with Members to discuss the proposal. 

Resolved:  The information was noted. 

 SPCA Weekly Bulletin  

Resolved:  The Bulletin was noted. Cllor Ballett and Trudy Williams wish to attend the training 
session taking place on 10 September 2014 for new Councillors.  

 
c) Consultations 
Minerals Local Plan for Staffordshire 2015 – 2030 (draft consultation) 
Details about this consultation had previously been forwarded to members on email (between meetings) 
and the closing date had now passed (4 July 2014). Cllor Adams reported that he had made contact with 
officers at the County Council to offer his views. 
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Resolved: The consultation was noted. 
 
Staffordshire County Council’s Libraries Consultation 
Members were informed about a letter (dated 11 July 2014) from Mr Michael Lawrence, Cabinet member 
of Communities & Localism advising that a twelve week consultation on library services in Staffordshire was 
starting on Wednesday 16 July 2014. People can have their say at one of the drop in sessions being held (at 
every library that is proposed as a ‘library local’), on line at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/connectedlibraries, 
by email at connectedlibraries@staffordshire.gov.uk or social media. 
 
Resolved: That members respond individually to the consultation if they wish, and that the item is raised 
again on the next agenda for further consideration. 

 
8. COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE – GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

The Good Neighbour Scheme involves a group of caring and thoughtful people coming together to offer 
their help to people in the community that need it. The range of help is variable but will often include lifts 
to the shops, spending time to have a cup of tea, gardening, shopping, walking the dog etc. The Good 
Neighbours are not expected to take on a full time caring role, and if necessary dedicated specialist help is 
called upon from appropriate agencies. Two or three people from the group agree to be the coordinators 
and are the main contacts who people in need of assistance can ring. They will establish what help is 
required, and from their list of helpers, assign the appropriate person to lend a hand.   The core group of 
people who run the scheme doesn’t have to be large (maybe between 5 and 8 people) and there is no limit 
to the number of volunteers that can be involved.   
 
Such schemes should be operated formally with a simple constitution to enable the group to work within a 
set of rules; which will also assist with the opening of a bank account and obtaining funding. It is not 
advisable to operate informally and volunteers should be insured.   

 
Members discussed the scheme and considered whether it would be a valuable asset in Brindley Heath. It 
was concluded that residents who want to help their neighbours will already be doing so, and an initiative 
involving a formal structure is sometimes off putting. It was also thought that there can be a very fine line 
between appearing neighbourly and nosy.  
 
Resolved: To note the benefits of the Good Neighbour Scheme but not to pursue the initiative in Brindley 
Heath Parish at the present time.  
 

9. MANAGEMENT OF CANNOCK CHASE 
This item was put on the agenda to explore ideas that might bring a co-ordinated approach to improving 
the overall management of Cannock Chase so that sympathetic use and enjoyment of the forest 
environment is improved and a limitation put on overuse and erosion of the landscape, for the benefit of 
generations to come. The council wish to formulate a method that will bring about change, address 
fragmented management and raise the priority of preservation of the landscape.  
 
The actions that could be taken to instigate a forum for change and discourage stakeholders from 
prioritising their own self-interest (in the form of money making initiatives) was briefly discussed.  
 
Some of the problems are seen as: lots of fragmented areas with issues that need co-ordination, AONB 
budget reduced, too many outside bodies on management committee, AONB’s have too few powers, 
County Council could have a greater input in management of the Chase, stakeholders prioritise profit over 
protection of the environment, erosion and overuse (suggestion for areas to be left fallow to allow 
recovery), roadside memorials/tributes can be a danger to motorists, Cemex not following through with 
land restoration scheme.  

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/connectedlibraries
mailto:connectedlibraries@staffordshire.gov.uk
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Resolved: To bring the item forward to the next meeting. In the meantime the views of Colwich Parish 
Council will be sought (on 18 July 2014). 
 

10. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

CH/14/0133 The Barn (rear of Westring), Stafford Brook Road – change of use from agricultural building 
to holiday accommodation and external alterations 
 
Planning observations and objections were forwarded to the Planning Department at Cannock Chase 
Council in a letter dated 19 May 2014. 
 

 
CH/13/0449 Aldene, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley - two storey side, single storey rear and first floor 
extension to main dwelling including external alterations. Single storey rear extension to outbuilding, 
including part reconfiguration and external alterations to create granny annexe – amended plans 

 
Planning observations and objections were forwarded to the Planning Department at Cannock Chase 
Council in letters dated 9 May 2014 and 27 June 2014 (second amended plans). 
 
 
CH/14/0132 The Smallholding, Kingsley Wood Road, Rugeley – resubmission of planning application 
CH/13/0270: Change of use from paddock to touring caravan site (for up to 30 caravans) 
 
Objections and planning observations were submitted to the District Council in a letter dated 30 May 2014. 

 
Cllor Pearson said that he would be making an enquiry about the application (and caravanning rallies) to 
the Planning Department. The proposal is not considered a suitable use for the land. 
 
 
CH/14/0149 Tackeroo, Bracken Close, Hednesford – residential development: 13 no.2 bedroom 
apartments (outline with all matters reserved) 
 
Planning observations were submitted to the District Council in a letter dated 30 May 2014. 

 
Resolved: To confirm approval of all comments submitted. 
 

 
b) New Planning Applications Received 
No new applications 

 
c) Planning Decisions Made by the District Council 

CH/14/0057 13 Bracken Close, Hednesford 

Planning permission awarded on 9 May 2014 
 
CH/14/0116 Stafford Brook Stables, Stafford Brook Road 

Planning permission awarded on 28 May 2014 
 
CH/13/0397 Larkholme, Shooting Butts Road, Rugeley 
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Case heard in Planning Committee on 28 May 2014 but decision notice not released as applicant has to 
enter into a S106 Agreement. 
 
The Clerk was asked to make an enquiry about the reason the decision notice had not been released. 

 
Resolved:  To note the planning decisions made by the District Council. 
 
d) Adoption of Cannock Chase Local Plan – Local Plan (Part 1) Development Plan Document 

It was noted that Cannock Chase Council resolved to adopt the Cannock Chase Local Plan – Local Plan (Part 
1) Development Plan Document at its council meeting on 11 June 2014.   
 
The Local Plan replaces the ‘saved’ policies of the 1997 Local Plan and sets out the strategic framework for 
development in the District for the period 2006 – 2028. The Plan was subject to examination on 24 – 27 
September 2013 by an independent inspector, Stephen J Pratt, appointed by the Secretary of State and a 
number of modifications were made to the Local Plan (Part 1) Proposed Submission Document 2013, as set 
out in Appendix 1 of the Inspector’s Report (published on 14 February 2014). The adopted Local Plan (Part 
1) incorporates these modifications. 
 
Any person aggrieved by the adoption of the Local Plan (Part 1) may make an application to the High Court 
under S.113 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Any such application should be made 
within six weeks of the date the Plan was adopted (Six weeks from 11 June 2014) 

 
Resolved: The information was noted. 

 
11. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Forest Concerts – an email message was forwarded to Mike Walker, Environmental Protection Manager on 
1 July 2014 confirming in writing noise nuisance complaints made by residents (via telephone) during the 
Forest Concert events on 27 and 28 June 2014. Sound levels were over the set maximum and timetables 
were not followed as set out.  
 
Mr Walker has been asked to investigate the concerns and forward a copy of the Noise Monitoring Report 
when available. 
 
Vehicles to Cemex Quarry – large lorries are causing obstruction around the entrance area to Cemex, and 
there have been instances where they have forced other motorists off the road by driving at speed and too 
far over the oncoming lane (Wheatman’s vehicles were quoted as an example). It was suggested that 
regular meetings with the Quarry Manager (perhaps twice a year) might have some benefit as such matters 
could be discussed.   
 
Resolved:  The Forest Concert complaints were noted and a response awaited from Mr Walker. The Quarry 
Manager at Cemex will be contacted to see if a meeting can be arranged with Parish Councillors. 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No issues reported 

c) Cannock Chase and AONB – Underground Electricity Cabling Scheme 

Anne Walker is grateful for the Parish Council’s support with the proposed undergrounding of electricity 
cabling schemes at:  

1. Marquis Drive (from the White House to Moors Gorse with a spur going to the dwellings in Fairoak);  
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2. A460 from the former quarry (now a development site) to the housing on the outskirts of Rugeley (just 
beyond Stile Cop Road). 

Cllor Mrs Turville gave an update on the undergrounding of cables and the Kingsley Wood Road proposal, 
which was discussed at the AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on 23 June 2014.  

The Kingsley Wood Road proposal has been considered in consultation with Western Power Distribution 
and is likely to be put forward for the next round of funding starting from April 2015. There are a number of 
factors to consider with the scheme including consulting with multiple landowners/homeowners. A number 
of the houses at the Stafford Brook Road end of Kingsley Wood Road have their power supply going into 
the houses under the eaves, which may incur costs for the householders (the scheme will only fund work 
up to the property, not once inside). 

Resolved: To await further information on the project. 

 
12. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS  

a) Town and Parish Councils’ Standards Committee Meeting – 1 September 2014 (and thereafter 22 
January 2015 and 2 March 2015). For Cllor Turville and Cllor Pearson only. 

b) Community Forum Meetings – Rugeley and Brereton Community Forum on 9 September 2014 and 
Hednesford Community Forum on 17 September 2014. 

c) Commemorating World War 1 - Marches and Concert on 2 August 2014.   
 

13. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 
a) Parish and Town Clerks Meeting with the Chief Executive at Cannock Chase Council – Wednesday 

28 May 2014. Trudy Williams attended the meeting and gave a brief report. 
b) SPCA 75th Anniversary Conference on Wednesday 11 June 2014 (3pm) at Staffordshire County 

Showground. Trudy Williams attended the event and gave a brief report. 
c) AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on Monday 23 June 2014 at the White House, Marquis Drive. Cllor 

R. Turville, Cllor Mrs Turville, Cllor Ballett and Cllor Pearson attended the meeting and gave a brief 
report. 

d) Cannock Chase Council’s ‘Raising the Flat’ event on Monday 23 June 2014. Cllor Turville and Cllor 
Mrs Turville attended this event. 

e) Cannock Chase Council’s Freedom March for the Mercian Regiment on Friday 27 June 2014. Cllor R. 
Turville, Cllor Mrs Turville and Cllor Pearson attended this event.  

f) Rugeley and Brereton Community Forum – 23 June 2014 and Hednesford Community Forum – 1 
July 2014. No report. 

 
14. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

No reports 
 

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report 15 July 
2014).  
  
The HSBC account balance at 2 July 2014 is £5203.21 (all cheques presented).  

 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Internal Auditor’s Report for Financial Year 2013-14 

All Members had received a copy of the report which highlighted no areas of concern with the financial 
management of the Council.   
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Resolved: To note the report of the Internal Auditor, Julie Hill. 

 
c) Completion of Audit  

The Audited and signed Annual Return has been received back from Grant Thornton (12 July 2014). No 
issues with the accounts were identified.  

A copy of the Notice of Completion of Audit will be displayed on the notice board for a minimum period of 
14 days. 

Resolved:  To note that the auditing of the accounts for the year 2013-14 is complete. 

 

d) Cheques for Payment 

100053 
 

Julie Hill £20.00 Internal Audit 2013-14 
 

100054 The White House 
 

£30.00 Room hire for meeting on 15 July 
2014 
 

100055 Trudy Williams  £528.56 Salary April, May, June 2014 
£516.84, Postage £8.12, 
Stationery £3.60 
 

     

100052 Communicorp £76.56 The final cost for the Freedom 
Scroll was slightly higher 
because of the application of vat 
to P & P. 

 
Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 

 
16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

 Cllor Pearson advised members that the next AONB Parish Councils’ meeting is likely to be held at 
Pye Green Community Centre. 

 Cllor Adams expressed concern about how emergency vehicles would be able to get through the new 
road layout at Horse Fair following completion of the road works. An enquiry will be made to the 
County Highways Department asking what the emergency procedure will be for getting through 
traffic congestion on a single lane. 

 Cllor Bishop advised that residents around Bracken Close are not clear about the number of storeys 
proposed at the flats development on the site of the Tackeroo Club.  

 Next agenda - Schedule for future meeting dates 

 
17. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 9 September 2014 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath at 7.30pm.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and for bringing food.  
The meeting was closed at 9.10pm. 
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Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


