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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL   

ON TUESDAY 21 OCTOBER 2014  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     D. Ballett 
     P. Bishop 
     A. Pearson 
     R. Turville 
     Mrs A. Turville 
       
  
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs T. Williams (Clerk)  
 

  
 

1. APOLOGIES 
No apologies. 
 

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2014 were approved as a true record.  

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No members of the public were present. 
  

4. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Horse Fair Road Layout - An email (dated 9 October 2014) from John Parkes, County Council Engineer for 
the Horse Fair road works scheme was noted. He had responded to concerns about the potential 
difficulties emergency vehicles might encounter in getting through Horse Fair at times of traffic congestion 
now that it is a single carriageway.  

Mr Parkes advised that there are various processes which are followed with the design and construction of 
new highway schemes. One of the processes is Road Safety Audits conducted by certified auditors who pick 
up elements of concern. This includes (amongst many other things): signing, road markings, design 
features, geometry and functionality. The Road Safety Audits are carried out at different stages in the 
project (at proposed design stage, on completion of the design, after works are completed and a final one 
looking at accident data for 12 months and 36 months after a scheme has been up and running). The stage 
3 results for this scheme are awaited and the final stage 4 audit is still to be carried out. During the 
construction phase of the scheme emergency services were consulted about using alternative routes. A 
plan was issued showing the extent of the scheme, key features and an invitation to forward comments.    

The issue of congestion is considered to be the same in Horse Fair as many locations around the County 
and the over whelming majority of drivers are courteous to emergency vehicles. It is anticipated that the 
amount of time spent negotiating traffic in the new arrangement when compared to the original set up 
would be negligible. 

Street Light Repairs - Three defective street lights in Kingsley Wood Road have been repaired. Another light 
(third one along) had been flashing on and off but will be checked again before a report is made.  
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Dead Trees in Verges - The two dead trees situated in verges along Kingsley Wood Road and Stafford Brook 
Road have been removed by County Highways.  

 
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No report 
 

6. POLICE REPORTS 
No Police Officers were in attendance 
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were highlighted:     

 SPCA 75th AGM on 1 December 2014. Nominations are being accepted for election of 
representatives to the Executive Committee. The closing date is 3 November 2014 for one vacancy 
in Cannock Chase District. Motions for debate must be submitted by 14 November 2014.  

 Staffordshire County Council – Temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order at Slitting Mill Road, 
Rugeley. The order will come into operation on 10 November 2014 for bridge work to be 
undertaken.   

 Staffordshire County Council’s Youth and Community Services – letter (dated 26 September 2014) 
from County Council Cabinet Support Member Cllor Mark Sutton, outlining the latest developments 
in the provision of youth services in Staffordshire  

 Staffordshire’s Framework for School Improvement – letter (dated 29 September 2014) from Anna 
Halliday, Commissioner for Education and Wellbeing and Ben Adams, Cabinet Member for Learning 
and Skills.  

 Superfast Staffordshire Newsletter September 2014 – 23km of fibre optic cable and 30 new street 
side cabinets have been installed in Rugeley to enable local people to access fibre broadband.  

 SPCA Weekly Bulletins – extract on the filming of meetings. The Openness of Local Government 
Bodies Regulations 2014 were implemented on 6 August 2014 requiring local councils to make 
appropriate arrangements to allow members of the public to film and record public meetings. The 
rules allow for reporting of meetings via all kinds of social media. Standing Order line item ‘m’ 
would have to be waived until an update brings it into line with the new legislation.  

This item was discussed by the Parish Council and it was stated that wherever recordings are 
shown, they should be unedited, otherwise they will not represent a true and accurate reflection of 
the proceedings. 

 Staffordshire Playing Fields Association – Annual Report and accounts. Invitation to take up 
membership (at a cost of £15). 

Resolved:  All correspondence was noted.   
 
c) Consultations 
Staffordshire County Council’s Strategy for the ‘Best Start in Life’ 
This consultation about how children are supported to have the best start in life opened on 8 October (and 
closes on 3 December 2014). The County Council wants to revolutionise the way under 5 year olds are 
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prepared for school. Proposals include providing more help for families where they need it rather than in 
fixed places; working with schools, NHS and the voluntary sector to join up its activity and funding.  
 
The County Council is proposing to continue to use most of its existing facilities but wants to make sure 
parents will benefit from the services they need in the right places in the community. See: 
http://www.Staffordshire.gov.uk/education/childcare/best-start/Our-proposals.aspx 
 
Responses from Cannock Chase Council to consultations on changes to local services: 

 Cannock Chase Clinical Commissioning Group’s proposals for Cannock Minor Injuries Unit – Letter 
dated 18 September 2014 from Cannock Chase Council Cabinet 

 Staffordshire County Council’s Future Libraries Provision – Letter dated 7 October 2014 from 
Councillor George Adamson, Leader of the Council, sent on behalf of Cannock Chase Council 
Cabinet 

 
Resolved: To note the ‘Best Start in Life’ consultation and consultation responses from Cannock Chase 
Council.  
 

8. CANNOCK CHASE - FOREST 
a. There was no update. Work is still in progress in respect of exploring which local parish councils might 

be interested in getting together (at a separate meeting) to work on a brief that will secure and 
encourage improved environment friendly use of Cannock Chase.  

b. The Chairman informed Members about a proposal by Cannock Chase Arts Society to hold a ‘Play in the 
Forest’ sometime in 2015. It was agreed that Mr Peter Sidgwick (who had made contact with Cllor 
Adams) be invited to attend the next Parish Meeting to talk about the idea of an interactive Play Event 
in more detail.  

c. Forest Concerts 2014 – a message from John Ness, Senior Environmental Health Officer (dated 29 
September 2014) confirmed that he had noted the Parish Council’s feedback on this year’s concerts 
and would raise the points at the multi-agency de-briefing (when held, next year). 

d. Invitation to AONB Visitor Management Strategy Conference on 21 November 2014 – It was agreed 
that Cllor Adams, Cllor Ballett and Cllor Pearson would attend this event. 

e. Rugeley Quarry Liaison Group – It was agreed that Cllor Pearson would represent the Parish Council at 
this newly formed group set up by Cemex Quarry. Cllor Adams said that he would attend as a 
representative of Penkridge Bank Residents Association. 
 
A date for a separate informal meeting between Parish Councillors and staff at Rugeley Quarry was in 
the process of being arranged. It was agreed that the items to be discussed (which have been 
requested by Shaun Denny, Development Planner and his colleagues at the Quarry) would include: the 
planning application for the lease of land to RSPB and issues relating to lorries (starting early, queuing 
at the entrance in the mornings and lorries travelling at speed on surrounding roads). 

 
Resolved:  

 To invite Mr Sidgwick of Cannock Chase Arts Society to the next meeting of the Council 

 That Cllor Adams, Cllor Ballett and Cllor Pearson would represent the Parish Council at the Cannock 
Chase AONB Visitor Management Strategy Conference on 21 November 2014 

  That Cllor Pearson would represent Brindley Heath Parish Council on the Rugeley Quarry Liaison 
Group  

 
9. PLANNING 

a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/childcare/best-start/Our-proposals.aspx
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Rugeley Quarry – application to modify planning obligation in connection with CH.00/0577 & S.40018 to 
allow RSPB to lease land 
 
Planning observations and objections were forwarded to Staffordshire County Council in a letter dated 24 
September 2014 
 
CH/14/0350 Former Cannock Sports Stadium, Pye Green Road, Hednesford 
 
No observations had been submitted up to 21 October 2014. It was agreed that Cannock Chase Council be 
advised that the Parish Council are in favour of the proposed community facility and pleased that the land 
will be brought back into use. 
 
Resolved: To confirm approval of all planning observations submitted to both the District and County 
Council.  

 
b) New Planning Applications Received 
No new applications have been received. 

 
c) Planning Decisions Made by the District Council 

No planning decisions have been received. 
 
 
10. PARISH WARD ISSUES 

a) Chase Side 

Land on the corner of Stafford Brook Road and Penkridge Bank Road – a fence is being erected around the 
land and concerns were raised about whether a tree, situated on the line of the fencing, would be at risk.   
 
Cllor Pearson said that he would speak to the Tree and Landscape Protection Officer at Cannock Chase 
Council to ensure that the tree is not taken out.  
 
Resolved:  To note this issue in Chase Side ward and leave it in the hands of Cllor Pearson. 
 
b) Brindley Village 

No issues raised for this ward 
 
11. INVITATION TO MEETINGS/EVENTS  

a) AONB Parish Councils’ Meeting on 23 October 2014 at Pye Green Community Centre. Cllor Pearson 
and Cllor Bishop said they would try to attend this meeting. 

 
b) Community Forum Meetings – Hednesford Community Forum on 2 December 2014 at the 

Aquarius, Hednesford at 7pm.  Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum on 8 December 2014 at 
Council Chamber, Rugeley Town Council at 7pm. 

 
c) AONB Visitor Management Strategy Conference on 21 November 2014. Cllor Adams, Cllor Ballett 

and Cllor Pearson to attend. 
 
12. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 New Councillor training session on 10 September 2014. Cllor Ballett and Trudy Williams attended 
this briefing and found the content useful and interesting. 

 Hednesford Community Forum on 17 September 2014 – Cllor Ballett attended this meeting. 
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 Staffordshire County Council’s briefing on its new partnership with Amey Infrastructure + (to deliver 
highways and other infrastructure services) on 25 September 2014. Trudy Williams attended this 
briefing and learned about Amey (the company) and; its capability to provide highway (and other) 
services under a 10 year contract which will incorporate flexibility (in accordance with the financial 
resources available to the County Council), efficiency measures (in terms of better working 
practises), a new computer system and improved customer service (progress reports/better 
feedback). 
 

13. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
No reports 
 

14. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
Members were advised about a web design tool at www.squarespace.com which (after use of a free trial) 
appears to have lots of functionality to enable the Council to develop an attractive, flexible website 
incorporating a content management system that is easy to maintain and update. The hosting and design 
tool together cost in the region of £130 with ongoing costs of a similar amount annually.  
 
Use of a domain name ending in ‘.gov.uk’ would be the most appropriate domain suffix for a public 
authority but the cost is considerably more expensive (£109 for two years) than one of the alternatives: 
‘.net’, ‘.co.uk’ or ‘.org.uk’ (which can cost less than £10 for a year). Many smaller parish councils use the 
domain suffix ‘.org.uk’. 
  
The suggested domain name for the Parish Council is www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk 
(Using the name Brindley Heath Parish Council in full is considered too long). 

 
Time spent creating the framework for the site would be donated on a voluntary basis.  
 
Flexibility with the system will enable the website to be continually improved, developed and refined over 
time as required by the Parish Council and as the need for change arises.  
 
It was proposed by Cllor R. Turville, seconded by Cllor Ballett and agreed that the Clerk be authorised to 
spend up to £200 (the value of this year’s budget) on purchases relating to the development of a website.   
 
Members expressed the importance of the site being kept up to date once operational and Cllor R. Turville 
indicated that he felt particularly strongly that the agenda and minutes are uploaded. 
 
Resolved:  

 To authorise the Clerk to incur expenditure of up to £200 for the development of a Parish Council 
website.  

 To adopt the domain name www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk 
 

15. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report 21 
October 2014). It was noted that the second precept instalment had been received from Cannock Chase 
Council. 
  
The HSBC account balance at 2 October 2014 is £6168.60 (all cheques presented). 

 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 

http://www.squarespace.com/
http://www.brindleyheath-pc.org.uk/
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b) To adopt NALC’s updated Model Financial Regulations 

Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association has recently advised that a number of errors had been found in 
the updated and recently released version of NALC’s Model Financial Regulations.  

Resolved: To postpone adoption of the new Financial Regulations until the errors have been corrected and 
revised version released.  

 

c) Cheques for Payment 

100058 
 

The White House £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 21 
October 2014 
 

100059 Trudy Williams  
 

£230.05 Salary September £172.28, 
Training 10 & 25 September 
2014 £38, Post £14.88 (stamps 
to stock) £4.89 stationery 
 

    

    

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 
 

 
16. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

Website item & schedule of new meeting dates 
 

17. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 2 December 2014 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath at 7.30pm.  

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 9.05pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


