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BRINDLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

HELD ON TUESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2013  

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARQUIS DRIVE, BRINDLEY HEATH  

7.30PM 
 

 
PRESENT:    Parish Councillors: P. Adams (Chairman) 
     D. Cotton 
     A. Pearson 
     P. Bishop 
     D. Ballett 
      

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs T. Williams (Clerk) 
 
 

 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllor Mrs Turville and Cllor R. Turville 
      

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No members of the public were present   

 
3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 13 August 2013 were approved as a true record.  
 
It was also noted that a specially convened meeting is required to formally confer the title of Honorary 
Freeman (item 6b).  
 

4. PROGRESS REPORTS/UPDATES FROM LAST MINUTES 
No items to report. 
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No report/announcements 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

All incoming and outgoing correspondence was noted from the Clerks Report. 
 

b) Items of Interest/Requiring a Response 

The following items of incoming post were considered:   

 SPCA Executive Committee – Nominations are invited to fill one vacancy to represent the Cannock 
Chase area on the Executive of Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association (closing date - 4 October 
2013).  

Resolved:  No nominations from Brindley Heath members. 
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 Extracts from SPCA Weekly Bulletins (new SPCA website, Viv Evans leaving, Government measures 
to make it easier to create parish councils, ‘Parks for People’ grant scheme, Fracking in 
Staffordshire).  

Resolved:  To note the information.   
 
c) Consultations 

 Consultation on the Trust Special Administrators’ (TSA) draft recommendations on the future of 
services for local people using Stafford and Cannock Hospitals (closing date - 1 October 2013).   
 
The TSA proposals were discussed which included the following points:   
 

o Members of the Council and local community generally (particularly Cannock people) fully 
support the recommendation to keep Cannock Hospital open with an increase in the range 
of services that it will provide 

o The proposals to close night time Accident & Emergency services and the full range of 
maternity services at Stafford hospital is of greatest concern. This will in particular affect 
people living on the Rugeley side of Cannock Chase. Additional travel time to alternative 
hospitals for patients and visitors will cause inconvenience and potential risks to health.   

o Some of the figures/statistics used to justify the recommendation to move services away 
from Stafford Hospital were thought to be questionable/inaccurate 

o The claim that Mid Staffordshire NHS Trust could not attract staff was hard to accept as 
valid 

o The Royal Wolverhampton Trust plan to utilize 80% of the capacity of Cannock Hospital and 
it has been suggested that Walsall NHS Trust may be interested in taking on the remaining 
20%. Issues would arise from two different trusts operating from the same hospital 

 
Concerns were again raised about unfair reporting by the media as Stafford Hospital is frequently 
drawn in to news features relating to negative NHS issues – where ever the location. 

 
Resolved:  A number of members have already responded to the consultation on an individual 
basis and it was decided not to respond collectively.   

 

 South Staffordshire Council’s Local Plan Site Allocations Document and Open Spaces Consultation 
(closing date - 16 October 2013). The Council is in the process of preparing a Local Plan made up of 
the Core Strategy (setting out the long term vision for the development of the district over the next 
15 years) and the Site Allocations Document (identifying and allocating parcels of land for housing, 
employment open spaces and other community uses). 
 
Views on the Site Allocation part of the consultation process are being invited to help South Staffs 
Council understand local community needs and aspirations on open spaces and new development.  
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council agrees with the content of the Site Allocations Document as it 
stands (there is nothing objectionable enclosed).  

  
7. FREEDOM OF THE PARISH 

All local councils have the power to confer the title of Honorary Freeman to persons of distinction and 
those who in the Council’s opinion have rendered eminent services to the Council’s area. The admission of 
Honorary Freeman must be by resolution at a meeting of the full council specially convened for such 
purpose and passed by no less than two thirds of the members. The council may spend a reasonable sum 
for the purpose of presenting a scroll (the traditional gift awarded in recognition of the honour).   
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The price of scrolls start from £160 (www.Shaws.co.uk) 
 
Cllor Pearson suggested that local parish councils could work together in some way to honour Watchman 
(perhaps purchase a scroll jointly to keep costs down).  
 
Resolved: Prior to setting a date for a meeting to permit Watchman, his handler and their successors to 
hold Honorary Freedom of the Parish of Brindley Heath; the Council would wait to see what other local 
councils are planning to do by way of honouring the former regimental mascot of Staffordshire. 
 

8. PLANNING 
a) Planning Comments Referred to the District Council 

CH/13/0168 Penkridge Bank Cottage, Penkridge Bank Road, Rugeley – Residential development: 
demolition of existing house and swimming pool and erection of a 5 bedroom detached house *amended 
Plans* 
 
A letter stating the following observations was forwarded to the District Council on 23 August 2013: 
 
No changes are made to the objections and observations already expressed in the previous consultation 
letter dated 15 July 2013, but would add the following comments: 
 
1. When the existing cottage is demolished, side windows situated in the garage/games room will be 

opened up to overlook Hickory House. The occupiers of this neighbouring property will be overlooked 
from a number of viewpoints which include both garage/games room building and the master bedroom 
of the new property. 
 

2. Although not listed, the exiting cottage is an original farmhouse and as such adds both historic value 
and character, reflective of its rural location and setting. This authenticity will be lost and cannot be 
replicated in a very large new build property.   

 
Resolved: To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee in its letter dated 
23 August 2013.  
 
 
CH/13/0270  The Smallholding, Kingsley Wood Road, Rugeley – Change of use from paddock to touring 
caravan site for up to 30 caravans  
 
A letter stating the Parish Council’s objections to the application was forwarded to the District Council on 
10 September 2013: 

 
Green Belt 

 
The development proposal will be harmful to the Green Belt and not preserve its openness – the most 
important attribute of this designation. There are no considerations to outweigh the harm and no special 
circumstances to justify the development.   

 
Chapter 9 of the National Planning Policy Framework (Protecting Green Belt Land) states that the 
fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open. 
Paragraph 89 also advises that provision of appropriate facilities for outdoor recreation are regarded as 
acceptable (not inappropriate) development, but only as long as they preserve the openness of the Green 
Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land within it.  

 

http://www.shaws.co.uk/
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The siting of up to thirty touring caravans (including parking and use of towing vehicles) will significantly 
reduce the openness of the Green Belt and conflict with the purposes of including land within it. The 
proposal represents a sizeable increase in intensification of use of the site and will have a materially greater 
impact on openness than the five caravans permitted presently.  Openness will be reduced further by the 
normal activity associated with holiday makers, which is often not low key in nature and not in this case 
hidden or screened from public land.   

 
Touring caravans individually are not static permanent structures but a thirty plot caravan site will be a 
large permanent landscape feature with the possibility of further cumulative development over the longer 
term.   The intensity and scale of the site will have a significant visual impact on the Green Belt and a 
negative environmental impact on the surrounding protected landscapes.  

 
Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

 
National planning policy makes it clear that AONBs (together with other nationally designated areas) have 
the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty.  

 
The proposal would have a marked impact on the appearance and character of Kingsley Wood Road and 
surrounding area. It would also lead to other additions and changes in connection with holiday 
accommodation.  These could over time include the creation of outdoor areas for sitting and relaxation, the 
introduction of garden furniture and clothes drying facilities etc. The site would then appear even more 
developed, increasing the detrimental effects on the landscape character and scenic beauty of Cannock 
Chase AONB.  

 
Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation 

 
The proposed caravan site is adjacent to the Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation (SAC) a lowland 
heath site of international importance. It is also adjacent to a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Given 
the close proximity of the caravan site; the effects of more people staying close by and changes in its use 
and layout could have a significant impact on the integrity and conservation objectives of the SAC and SSSI. 
This would be contrary to both national and local planning policy including policies C9 and C10 of the 
Cannock Chase Local Plan 1997. 

 
The caravan site will also ruin the outlook across the area of lowland heath which has had thousands of 
pounds spent on it.  

 
Other Material Considerations 

 
The proposal would have a harmful effect on neighbouring residents because of an increase in traffic 
movement and traffic noise generated by caravans arriving and departing, and holiday makers travelling to 
and from the site along a residential road at all times of day and night. The increase in road traffic will also 
have implications on road safety.    

 
The access to the site along Kingsley Wood Road is not appropriate for towing caravans. It is a narrow single 
track road in both directions (for a good proportion of its length) with residential properties at the one end 
and unsurfaced track at the other.    

 
Holiday makers will seek to utilise the outdoor space as much as possible, particularly during the summer 
months when the weather is fine. The noise and disturbance generated by outdoor activities such as 
barbeques, outdoor games and children’s play could detract from the peace and quiet that nearby occupiers 
might reasonably expect to enjoy in their gardens. 
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There is no shortage of touring caravan sites in the area. The Forestry Commission’s Tackaroo Caravan Site 
is only 200 yards away, and is under used at present with plenty of vacant spaces available. There is also a 

large site at Stile Cop.        
 

The caravan site does not comply with the Government’s Model Standards for Touring Caravan Sites. The 
site density proposed is in excess of the recommended 75 units per hectare. It would also require further 
development in the form of hard landscaping, lighting, toilets and facilities for waste disposal. The site may 
be difficult to manage without this infrastructure. These facilities may be installed in time leading to further 
intensification and permanency, reinforcing the view that the proposal is inappropriate in the setting of this 
open and scenic landscape. 

 
It was reported that the original permission to site caravans at The Smallholding had been misleading as it 
was not clearly stated how many caravans were permitted on this Camping and Caravanning Club 
certificated site.  
 
Resolved: To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee in its letter dated 
10 September 2013.  
 
It was noted that this planning application had since been withdrawn. 
 
CH/13/0294  Wolseley Park House, Stafford Brook Road, Rugeley – erection of livery stables 
 
A letter containing the following objections/comments was forwarded to the District Council on 16 
September 2013: 

 
1. The proposed building is too close to the road and is of an unacceptable mass. It would appear as a 

large industrial building in the AONB. 
2. There are concerns about the danger the stable would cause on Stafford Brook Road. The situation is 

already critical with horses emerging from the stables on the opposite side of the road. 
3. There are already some six stables along Stafford Brook Road with a very large establishment across 

the road.  
4. The proposal would do nothing for the local economy and would degrade the appearance of the area 

and present no specific circumstances to justify its creation. 
5. This is not an application for a farmer wanting to diversify but an opportunistic gamble by the 

landowner to develop the site. 
6. It does not accord with the Local Plan in that it will have a significant impact on the landscape 

character of the AONB and is anything but sensitive. 
7. There is no proven demand for further stabling in the area and even if there were, it would not be 

appropriate in this location. 
 

In conclusion, the proposed development will have a detrimental effect on the environment. 
 

Concerns were raised that Cannock Chase Council preferred stables to be constructed in brick. This policy of 
using the most permanent building material provides greater opportunity for alternative habitable uses to 
evolve over time.  
 
Also, at large stables, accommodation for a security service can often be an additional development 
requirement, for the purpose of guarding high value stock. 
 
 Resolved: To confirm the observations made by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee in its letter dated 
16 September 2013. 
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b) New Planning Applications Received 

CH/13/0303 Former Ultra Electronics, Rugeley Road, Fallows Park – variation of condition 27 of planning 
permission CH/10/0069 to vary design of the proposed dwelling  
 
A discussion took place about the design of the properties. There was a general consensus that three storey 
houses with cantilevered balconies (on some homes) were inappropriate within the setting of the AONB. 
 
Cllor Pearson said that he would ask for an extension to the final date for comments (which is currently 30 
September 2013) and compile the Parish Council’s observations which will be forwarded to the Clerk.    
 
Resolved:  That Cllor Pearson requests an extension to the final date for comments; that he takes the lead 
in finalising the Council’s views on the proposal and forwards the details to the Clerk for referral to the 
District Council.  
 
c) Planning Decisions Made by Cannock Chase Council 

CH/13/0184 414 Rugeley Road – single storey front extension  
CH/13/0231 Birchwood, Kingsley Wood Road – first floor extension 
 
Planning approval was awarded to both applications on 21 August 2013. 

 
Resolved:  To note the planning decisions made by Cannock Chase Council. 

 
9. PARISH ISSUES 

a) Kingsley Wood Road 

Motorbike scrambling – Policemen have caught a couple of scramblers which has reduced the nuisance 
experienced by local residents.   

Resolved:  To note the updates on nuisance issues. 
 

b) RSPB Reserve at Cemex 

Shaun Denny, Development Planner at Cemex has supplied two reports containing detailed information on 
the proposals for a RSPB Reserve on land surrounding Cemex Quarry. It was noted that the area would be 
fenced off with Dexter cows brought in to graze the land. It is hoped that the fencing when installed will 
stop the scrambling and the nuisance.   

Resolved:  That the Clerk makes enquiries to find out where comments in support of the proposals (and 
queries) can be submitted (Cemex or Staffordshire County Council). The Chairman, Cllor Adams will then 
prepare a letter. 
 
c) Disused Quarry Entrance on A460 Rugeley Road 

Cllor Pearson reported that the earth bund had been brought forward by the Highways Department in 
order to prevent access to the disused quarry entrance. A small pedestrian access area has been left for 
South Staffordshire Water to get to a cabinet situated somewhere at the back. Unfortunately, the bund is 
not high enough and the tarmac behind it is still visible. 
 
It was noted that Catherine Wooldridge, Senior Planning Regulation Officer had responded to the Parish 
Council’s enquiry about the site advising (in an email dated 30 August 2013) that the earth bund work 
would effectively resolve the matter through preventing future access onto the site and improving the 
visual amenity of the area. The reasons the entrance area was not restored at the time when the quarry 
was closed, were not given.   
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Answers to these enquiries are still desired as the recent earth bund work is seen as a temporary solution 
not a permanent one. The work will hopefully eliminate some of the nuisance but residents want complete 
restoration of visual amenity (through removal of tarmac road surface, replanting and restoration of the 
verges in line with the existing).    
 
Resolved: To note the information and to continue to seek answers to the unanswered questions. 
 
d) Highway Concerns  

No new information was available on the issue of installing ‘no overtaking’ road markings along Penkridge 
Bank Road near the junction with Stafford Brook Road. Cllor Adams said he would speak to County 
Councillor Geoff Martin, and Cllor Cotton asked for a copy of the response letter from the Highways 
Department on the issue.  
 
The Neighbourhood Highway Team have worked in the Brindley Heath and Etching Hill areas during August 
and have completed all the work they were given by the Parish Council.  
 
The road surfaces have also been swept but it wasn’t known whether the drains had been cleared out in 
Stafford Brook Road, Bower Lane and Kingsley Wood Road.  
 
The following new issues were highlighted: 
 

o The small 40 signs across the Chase would benefit from a clean. It is thought that these signs are 
the responsibility of the Forestry Commission.  

o Cannock Chase name boards situated at the entrance to the Chase needs cleaning. Cllor Pearson 
offered to report this to Cannock Chase Council. 

 
The Clerk was asked to write to Staffordshire Police to advise that minors have been seen purchasing petrol 
for scrambling bikes from a local petrol station.  
 
Resolved: To note the information and to report the sale of petrol to minors matter and highway sign 
cleaning items to the relevant organisations. 
 
e) Cannock Chase and AONB 

No items raised. 
 

10. INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS/EVENTS 
The following meetings were noted: 

 Community Council of Staffordshire – AGM on 7 October 2013 

 Staffordshire Playing Fields Association – AGM on 16 October 2013 

 AONB Parish Council Meeting – 25 November 2013 (venue is Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Council at 
7pm)  

 
11. REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllor Pearson attended the Hednesford Community Forum at the new Aquarius venue on 9 September 
2013. He said the Police were interested to know opinions on what the three main concerns were that 
officers should address in the local area. 
 

12. COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
None 

 



Chairman’s Initials ………………………………………..        8 
 
 

              
 

13. FINANCE 
a) Financial Position of the Council 

A breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year to date was provided (Clerks Report – 24 
September 2013)   

The HSBC account balance at 2 September 2013 is £3849.46 (all payments presented/debited to account).  
 
Resolved:  To note the financial position of the Council. 
 
b) Completion of Audit for 2012-13 

The audited Annual Return has been received back from Grant Thornton for the year ended 31 March 
2013. The information provided by the Council was found to be in accordance with proper practices and no 
matters have come to the auditor’s attention or given cause for concern that relevant legislation and 
regulatory requirements have not been met.  

 

A Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been displayed on the Council’s notice board in Bracken close. 
 
Resolved: To note completion of the annual audit for financial year 2012-13. 
 
 
c) Cheques for Payment 

100035 
 

The White House 
 

 £25.00 Room hire for meeting on 24 
September 2013 
 

100036 Trudy Williams  £43.30 ICO Data Protection Registration 
(to 13 September 2014) £35.00. 
Postage £2.80  
Stationery £5.50 
 

 TOTAL £68.30  
 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheque listed. 
 
14. SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES 

Resolved: To set the following dates for future meetings of the Council: 5 November 2013, 3 December 
2013 (shortened meeting) and 21 January 2014. 
 

15. ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  
Cllor Pearson reported that Cllor Derek Davies would be holding a slide show presentation on the subject of 
Cannock Chase during the First World War. It will take place on Thursday 26 September 2013 at Pye Green 
Community Centre from 7.30pm.  
 
Road traffic safety issues at the junction of Bracken Close and Brindley Heath Road were mentioned. It was 
pointed out that this matter had been raised with the authorities previously, and no action had been 
considered necessary. 
 

16. DATE, TIME AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 5 November 2013 at The White House, Marquis 
Drive, Brindley Heath. The start time will be 7.30pm. 

 
The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 
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Signed……………………………………………….. 
Chairman, Mr. P. Adams 

 
Date…………………………………………………… 


