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Happy New Year from Cannock Chase AONB 
A very warm welcome from Cannock Chase AONB 

Partnership as we go into 2016. 
 

We are very much looking forward to the year ahead and 
would like to have this opportunity to give you an update on 

the last few months of 2015, as well as what’s going to be 
happening this year. 

  

Bundle Beech Collection 
Shoal Hill September 2014  

  
 

Cannock Chase AONB to Become the First 
Dementia Friendly AONB 
Cannock Chase AONB has been successful in 
receiving £4,300 from Natural England’s Innovation 

Funds to write a ‘Dementia Friendly Strategy’ and 

hold a conference to train people to become 
Dementia AONB conference invitation  

 

 

Everyone is invited to attend a free conference to gain views on the development 

of a Dementia Friendly Strategy. 

The Cannock Chase AONB team and Carers Association Southern Staffordshire 

are working together to host a free conference on Friday 5 February.  

The aim of the conference is to find out how Cannock Chase AONB could become 

the first Dementia Friendly AONB by creating a Dementia Friendly Strategy.  

The conference will also be a chance to discuss an Action Plan to complement The 
Cannock Chase Management plan 2014-19. 

Mac Cock for CASS, commented: “Making the AONB a fantastic place to visit for 
people with dementia and their families will increase the prosperity of the local 

community and place us on the map as an innovative, forward thinking, local 
partnership.  

“We hope it will pave the way for future developments, while protecting the local 
environment, beautiful landscape, history and wildlife.  

“A dementia friendly strategy will enable more people to benefit from the health 



and wellbeing opportunities available in this beautiful area.” 

Mac added: “We’re delighted to be working with Cannock Chase AONB on this 
strategy and look forward to sharing ideas at the February conference. We need 

to hear from people, especially those who have cared for people with dementia, 
so we can make sure the strategy is based on local need.” 

The conference will take place at The White House, Marquis Drive in Cannock, on 
Friday 5 February from 9.30am to 2.45pm.  

It is free to attend and lunch will be provided. However, there is a £10 fee for 
non-attended places.  

To find out how to book please email judith.dale@carersinformation.org.uk or call 
Carers Association Southern Staffordshire on 01785 222365. 

 
Second round of funding for HLF First World 
War project  
A project that aims to highlight Cannock Chase’s 

First World War history has received a funding 
injection from Heritage Lottery Fund of £9,500.  

 
After receiving £9,500 from the Heritage Lottery Fund in 

2015, The Friends of Cannock Chase, in partnership with 
Cannock Chase AONB, has received a further £9,500 to 

deliver the second stage of the Reaching Out Arms – The 

Story of WW1 on Cannock Chase project. 

 

 
WW1 Hut at Marquis Drive 

 

The first stage saw 19 volunteers trained to become either walk leaders or Great 
War Hut guides.  

 

2016 will see the second stage of the project get underway, which will includes 
recruiting and training a small team of volunteers who will gather information 

about the people who were involved in building, serving and training in the camps 
at Cannock Chase.  

 
A series of workshops will also be developed and available to anyone researching 

their local history, with a focus on First World War history and the camps.  
 

Trevor Warburton, from the Friends of Cannock Chase, said: “It’s exciting to be 
reaching the second phase of the project, and it will be interesting to find people 

who have a connection to the camps based on Cannock Chase through relatives 
who might well have been stationed here or helped to build the camps. We 

expect to uncover plenty of stories and are encouraging families to come to our 
workshops so they can research their local family history.”  

 

If you are interested in volunteering to be a part of the project, please contact 
Anne Walker by emailing anne.walker@staffordshire.gov.uk or by calling 

01785619185. 
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Hero Dogs Remembered at Special Service 
 
Sixty-Five people and 20 dogs attended a ceremony at 

Cannock Chase to celebrate working dogs.  

Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
held a remembrance ceremony for working dogs on 11 

November. 
 

 

 
Photo by Roger Marsh 

The annual event, now in its sixth year, was inspired by Freda, a Harlequin Great 
Dane who was the New Zealand Rifles’ mascot when the regiment was stationed on 

Cannock Chase during the First World War. She died in 1918, while the regiment 
was training on Cannock Chase, and is buried there. 

 
In memory of Freda, and dogs like her, the AONB held a ceremony at her grave, 

which is off Chase Road, near Stafford. 
 

This year, 65 people and around 20 dogs gathered at Freda’s grave to take part in 
the ceremony. 

 

The event included listening to readings and poems, and laying wreaths on the 
grave. It was attended by a number of civic representatives, including the 

Stafford’s mayor and Mayoress, South Staffordshire Council’s Chairman and 
Lichfield District Council’s Chairman. 

 
Freda’s grave is 0.6 miles south east of Brocton Village, near Stafford. It is marked 

‘Meml’ on the Ordnance Survey Explorer Map 244 – Cannock Chase and its grid 
reference is SJ978188. 

 
The Milford Common Trail passes the grave. A leaflet is available from the nearby 

Cannock Chase Visitor Centre at Marquis Drive in Cannock Chase Country Park. 
 

 
The Anzac Puppy 
A New Zealand author recently visited Cannock Chase 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to visit the grave 
of the dog that inspired his award-winning children’s 

book.  
 

In August Cannock Chase AONB welcomed Peter Millett, 
author of The Anzac Puppy, which is based on the dog Freda, 

the mascot of the New Zealand Rifles that were stationed at 
Cannock Chase in the First World War.  

 

 

 

The writer met with the Friends of Cannock Chase and members of the Landor 

Society, all of whom helped him with his research for the children’s book.  
 

On this visit, Peter laid a poppy spray at the Commonwealth Cemetery and one on 
Freda’s grave. He also had a look around the World War One Hut at Marquis Drive.  

 

Peter was in the UK for a week on a trip arranged by the publishers, Scholastic, to 
the Edinburgh International Book Festival, which took place towards the end of 

August.  
 



Peter Millet said: "I first came across the story of Freda's headstone being 

rededicated in late 2001.  
 

“For portions of the last two decades I have been patiently contacting people and 
researching background information to create a children's book about Freda and 

the Anzacs.  
 

“The highlight of this enjoyable literary journey was coming to Cannock Chase and 
meeting the kind folk who have supported my project and shown great interest in 

my long distance endeavours. I hope my book encourages a younger generation of 
readers to visit the Chase from down under.” 

 
The Anzac Puppy won the New Zealand Children's Choice Award for Picture Books 

in August 2015.  
 

The book was inspired by the true story of Freda, a Harlequin Great Dane dog the 

mascot of the New Zealand Rifle Brigade at Brocton Camp during the First World 
War. It's a story about the reality of war, hardship, friendship and bravery. It was 

illustrated by Trish Bowles.  
 

Marion Kettle, from the Landor Society and Friends of Cannock Chase, said: “After 
emails and phone calls with Peter, leading up to the publication of The Anzac 

Puppy, it was really lovely to meet him and show him the areas he had written 
about. We were able to help him with the final pieces of research from local 

archives to complete this thought provoking children’s book.” 
 

In addition, the AONB Units team member Anne Walker is credited in the book for 
her support of Peters research. 

 
With the help of Cannock Chase AONB Unit, the Friends of Cannock Chase are 

buying 20 copies of The Anzac Puppy to put into local libraries and schools.  
 
 
 

 
Join Cannock Chase AONB Membership Scheme 
from just £2 a month 
If you love Cannock Chase AONB, and wonder how you 

can give something back to help conserve and improve 
the beautiful but endangered landscape, you might be 

interested in becoming a member of the AONB.  

  

 
Volunteers hard at work. 

There are lots of memberships to choose from - including individual, partner, 
family, group and corporate, as well gift memberships.  

 

Ruth Hytch, AONB Officer, said: "Cannock Chase AONB is part of 8,000 square 
miles of protected landscape across England. It is important that we manage this 

distinctive and precious habitat well. Becoming a member of the AONB is a great 
way to be kept up to date about any developments, surveys or conservation work 

in the area and to give something back to a place you love.”  
 

Find out more: To become a member, or to find out more, please contact Emma 
on 01785 619186 or email  

emma.beaman@staffordshire.gov.uk    
 

 
 

mailto:emma.beaman@staffordshire.gov.uk


 

 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming events 
Friday 5 February 9.30am – AONB Dementia Conference 
at the Whitehouse 

Tuesday 9 February 10am – Heathland management, 
meet at the Museum of Cannock Chase 

Tuesday 23 February 10am – Footpath maintenance and 

ride creation, meet at Sevens Road wood 
Saturday 27 February 10am – WW1 walk from Penkridge 

Bank car park 
Wednesday 2 March 10.30am – Heathland management 

at Pipehall Common  
Tuesday 12 April 10am – Pine pulling at Brindley Heath, 

meet at Marquis Drive. 

  

 Birch removal at 
Hednesford Hills, photo 
courtesy of Roger Marsh 

 

Monday 25 April 10am – heathland management on Shoal Hill, meet at 

Cocksparrow Lane. 
 

For all practical tasks, tools and equipment is provided. Please wear suitable 

clothing and footwear. Contact Emma on 01785 619186.  

 
Peace and tranquillity work 
A study in 2010 was undertaken by volunteers to map 

the peace and tranquillity of Cannock Chase AONB.  

 
In 2015 / 2016 we repeated this study over a twelve month 

period, surveying people on the Chase to find out their views 
on which areas are most peaceful and those that are less so.  

 

 Photo courtesy of Ian 
Jones 

 

Volunteers have now completed the survey and an analysis of the results has been 

completed and the report is being written up. For more information contact Emma 
on 01785619186 or email emma.beaman@staffordshire.gov.uk   
 

To view the previous report visit our website www.cannock-chase.co.uk and look 
under publications. The new report will be available April 2016. 
 

 
Sustainable Development Scheme 
Each year the AONB has a small pot of money that is 
available for community groups to develop projects 

that focus on Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB).  

 
This year the AONB had £5,000 and funded six projects. All 

projects will be completed by 31 March 2016. We look 
forward to seeing them develop. They include…  

 

 
Friends of Cannock Chase 

Hut 

 

Project Name Project Leader Amount Approved 

   Fixed point photography training on 

Cannock Chase 

Fixed Point photography working 

group 

 

£1,200 

Community Bat Box Scheme SE Staffordshire Bat Group £819.74 

Art on Cannock Chase Friends of St Dominics £300 
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Name that Butterfly Butterfly Conservation £500 

Friends of Cannock Chase 
Renovating the Friends Hut and 

new fencing £900 

North West Walsall Club 
Cannock Chase AONB - a 

gateway of inclusivity £495 

Total   £4,214.74 
 

 

 
If you love Cannock Chase Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), why not 
become a volunteer? 
The Cannock Chase AONB team is inviting nature 
lovers to join them on a series of volunteering days 

to help with conservation of important sites this 
spring. 

 
 

The days include a range of jobs, such as heathland management, grass cutting 

and litter picking. 
 

Emma Beaman, Assistant AONB Officer, said: “Heading outside and taking 
part in nature conservation is a fantastic way to work as a group and give 

something back to the AONB. Being a part of the work we do is really rewarding 
and it’s a good way to meet likeminded people and to enjoy the great outdoors.” 

 
The days start at 10am and will finish around 3pm. All equipment is provided, but 

you will need to bring a packed lunch and drinks if you stay for the whole day. 
To reserve your free place on any of the volunteering days, please contact Emma 

Beaman on 01785 619186 or email emma.beaman@staffordshire.gov.uk  
 

 
 

 

Focus on Linda Barrett, AONB Volunteer  
Q1    What is your role within the AONB? 

I work as a volunteer within the AONB, which broadly 
speaking means I take part in projects that can 

provide information to support future planning. I also 
work with members of the public providing activities 

and information.  

 

 

 

 

Q2    How long have you volunteered with the AONB and what exciting 

things have you got up to? 
I've worked as a volunteer for ten years. I've been involved in a wide variety of 

projects in that time, such as several different surveys, collecting data from 
members of the public.  

 
I was involved with fixed point photography in the early days - my husband has 

taken over that role since his retirement. 
 

I've worked at the information hut in Milford, been on litter picks, fungi walks and 
even made bird boxes.  

 
I've taken part in many training session in some very interesting locations, 

including Beaudesert farm and park. I've been on a boat trip where we identified 
crayfish from the canal. I've been on walks as they are being developed for use by 
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the public. 

 
All of this helping to improve the knowledge and understanding of the volunteers. 

I'm currently a volunteer on, The Reaching Out Arms Project which is very exciting 
and proving to be very successful. This has involved being part of a group testing 

walks around the remains of the WW1 training camps and welcoming visitors to the 
WW1 Hut at the visitors centre at Marquis Drive. 

 
Q3    What is the best part of volunteering? 

The best part of volunteering without a doubt is meeting members of the public.  
Everyone seems to have their own story to tell, sometimes it's great just to listen, 

but it's even better when you can pass on information of your passion and 
enthusiasm for the area. Working with like-minded people is always a joy. 

 
Q4    What is the worst part of volunteering? 

The weather can be very off putting if you have planned to be out of doors but you 

can often work around this. 
 

Q5    Favourite place?  
There are many beautiful locations on the Chase, but I love the open heathland. A 

particular favourite is the view of Sherbrook Valley from the ridge a little way along 
from the Military Cemetery, this made extra special when the heather is in bloom. 

 
Q6    What makes you important to the AONB? 

The enthusiasm, care and the huge amount of time given freely makes all our 
volunteers special. 

 
Q7    What one thing would you change about the AONB if your fairy 

godmother appeared? 
If my Fairy Godmother appeared for a day I would ask her to remove every single 

piece of litter, and cast some vile spell on anyone who drops litter in the future. 

 
Q8    If you were Prime Minister for the day, what law would you pass? 

If I was Prime Minister for the day I would introduce a countryside awareness day. 
Every pupil at the end of Key Stage 2 would have to spend one full day out in the 

countryside involved in caring for the environment. This would form part of a wider 
project taught in the classroom. If anyone didn't behave themselves they would 

have to pick up litter every day for a week. 
 

 
To find out more about the work of Cannock Chase Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty  
 

Visit: our blog at www.aonb-blog.co.uk or our corporate website at   
www.cannock-chase.co.uk    

 
Sign up: For e-newsletters email emma.beaman@staffordshire.gov.uk  
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